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Introduction 

 

This guide is designed as a “roadmap” through Lord of the Flies, with teaching ideas, 

accompanying resources and suggestions for differentiation. Aligning with Common Core 

standards for English Language Arts, the content is designed to be flexible, creative and 

engaging. It contains all of the resources you need for teaching this unit of work, specifically 

commissioned for this pack.  

The activities and ideas will help students develop a close understanding of the text; explore its 

social, cultural and historical contexts; consider Golding’s ideas and perspectives; and analyze 

his use of language and structure. 

With a total of 22 lessons, the pack has a selection of warm-up, main and assessment activities 

that you can mix and match. The last lesson could be used for a test-prep or study session. 

Practice test questions are also included; you may wish to adapt them to suit the particular 

needs and objectives of your class and curriculum.  

Throughout the pack, you’ll find activities that broadly and directly correlate with various 

Common Core ELA standards and objectives. We’ve provided a brief outline of relevant 

connections on the Standards Alignment page that follows. 

Our thanks go to contributor Steph Atkinson who has written this pack and the accompanying 

resources. 
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Standards Alignment 

 

Common Core Standards / English Language Arts / Grades 9-10 

Reading 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.1 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.2 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the 
course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; 
provide an objective summary of the text. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.3 

Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop 
over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the 
theme. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.5 

Analyze how an author's choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.6 

Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from 
outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RL.9-10.9 

Analyze how an author draws on and transforms source material in a specific work (e.g., how 
Shakespeare treats a theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a 
play by Shakespeare). 

Language 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.1 

Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.3 

Apply knowledge of language to understand how language functions in different contexts, to  

make effective choices for meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 
listening.
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CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.4 

Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based 
on grades 9-10 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.5 

Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word 
meanings. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.9-10.6 

Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, sufficient 
for reading, writing, speaking, and listening at the college and career readiness level; 
demonstrate independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or 
phrase important to comprehension or expression. 

Speaking & Listening 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.9-10.1 

Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, 
and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9-10 topics, texts, and issues, building on 
others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

Writing 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.1 

Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.2 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 
information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 
content. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.3 

Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 
well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9 

Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research. 

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.9-10.9.A 

Apply grades 9-10 Reading standards to literature (e.g., "Analyze how an author draws on and 
transforms source material in a specific work [e.g., how Shakespeare treats a theme or topic 
from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on a play by Shakespeare]"). 
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Chapter 1  

 

Lesson 1 – Good versus evil 

Warm-up activity 

 Poetic inspiration. John Milton’s Paradise Lost can provide a way into the novel. 

The mind is its own place, and in itself 

Can make a heav’n of hell, a hell of heav’n. 

 

As your class arrives, display the couplet above on the board. Ask pairs to create a 

drawing on mini-whiteboards based on these lines. After a few minutes, ask pairs to hold 

up their drawing and select some to explain their choices to the class.  

Next, consider the concept of evil getting into someone’s mind. Do the students think evil 

can get into someone’s mind? If so, how could this affect the way they act or see the 

world? 

Main activities 

 Plot. Read from the start of the novel up to: “He hastened back into the forest. Ralph 

stood up and trotted along to the right”. Get students to write an imagined diary entry on 

the events of the first part of Chapter 1, either from the perspective of Ralph or Piggy. 

What might each boy focus on in their diary entry? Use details from the text to help.  

 Good and evil. Using Resource 1 (Good and evil), look at some descriptions from the 

opening of the novel. Get students to consider the word choices and decide how these fit 

on a cross-continuum of good and evil / positive and negative. This will work best if the 

cross-continuum is copied onto 11” x 17” paper. You could discuss the novel’s moral 

duality. 
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Assessment activities 

 Statement of learning. Put five statements about good and evil on the board. Students 

choose which one best represents their belief, and give reasons for this. 

1. People can be either good or evil. 

2. Good and evil are linked. 

3. All people have some good and some evil within themselves. 

4. Everyone is born good. 

5. What is considered good and what is evil depends on the situation.  

 Encourage questions.  Ask students to write down any questions they have on the nature 

of good and evil. You can then use these as a warm-up in the following lesson.  
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Good and evil 

Task one 

Put the following words and phrases where you think they belong on the cross-continuum of 

good and evil / positive and negative. 

Think carefully about your choices so that you can explain your reasoning. 

witch-like cry shimmering water 

no grown-ups darkness of the forest 

Storm open space of the scar 

decaying coco-nuts green shadows from the palms 

skull-like coco-nuts 
a mildness about his mouth and eyes  

that proclaimed no devil 

still as a mountain lake laughed delightedly 

blue of all shades and shadowy green  

and purple 
bright, excited eyes 
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Good 

Evil 

Positive Negative 
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Task two 

Discuss the following questions. 

 Why do you think you have placed a particular phrase in the same place or a different 

place? 

 Would you adjust where you have placed something, given someone else’s reasoning? 

Extension task 

According to the “Nominative determinism” theory, people move toward jobs that fit their 

names — for example, the lawmaker, “Lord Judge” or the writer, “William Wordsworth.” People 

sometimes extend this idea to the connotations of someone’s name: for example, someone 

named “Angel” is, or will become, good. Consider the names and their origins below. Why might 

Golding have chosen these names for these characters? Is there any hint that they will go on to 

represent good or evil? 

1. Ralph: means “wolf-counsel” 

This name implies  ..........................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................................  

2. Piggy: (slang nickname) 

This name implies  ..........................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................................  

3. Jack: derived from the name “John,” meaning “God is gracious”; in the Middle Ages, used 

as a slang word for “man.” 

This name implies  ..........................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................................  

4. Simon: from the Hebrew name meaning “he has heard.” Several characters in the New 

Testament are named Simon, including the man who carried the cross for Jesus. 

This name implies  ..........................................................................................................................................  

 ...............................................................................................................................................................................  
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Chapter 1 

 

Lesson 2 – Order and disorder 

Warm-up activities 

 Order and disorder. Give out dice to the class, with one die per pair or group of four. 

Allocate the following statements to each number. 

1. Order is good. 

 

2. Order and disorder are opposites. 

 

3. We need order in our society. 

 

4. Disorder can be a good thing. 

 

5. Disorder is bad. 

 

6. Disorder can be better than order. 

Students take turns to throw the dice and give their opinion on the relevant statement.  

 Themes in the text. Give students Resource 2 (Images) and get them to explain which 

ones relate to: 

• good 

 

• evil 

 

• order 

 

• disorder
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Main activities 

 Order. Read more of Chapter 1 up to the point when Ralph and Piggy find the conch. 

Explain to the class that the conch becomes a symbol of order – it assembles the boys 

together. Later, it is used to show whose turn it is to speak. 

This activity focuses on the passage where Ralph and Piggy find the conch (pp.10-13). 

Using Resource 3 (Order and the conch), students find quotations relating to the conch. 

These can be discussed as a class. Here are some of the relevant quotations they may 

find: 

• “It’s ever so valuable” (Piggy’s dialogue) 

• “the shell was interesting and pretty and a worthy plaything” (Ralph’s viewpoint 

represented in the narrative) 

• “deep cream … with fading pink” (narrative: description of color) 

• “covered with a delicate, embossed pattern” (narrative: description of texture) 

• “Piggy … stroked the glistening thing” (narrative: action) 

• “A deep, harsh note boomed” (narrative: description of sound) 

• “a gleaming tusk” (narrative: metaphor) 

Further discussion could be focused on why Golding might have used the conch as a 

symbol of order.  

 The beginnings of disorder. Summoned by the conch, the boys meet, and so some order is 

established. 

Read the final section of the chapter from “They were in the beginnings of the thick 

forest” to the end of the chapter. Use Resource 4 (The beginnings of disorder), to help 

students understand the hunt and its significance. Their responses might include: 

1. “squeakings,” which grew to become “a frenzy” 

2. The pig is found in “a curtain of creepers.” 

3. “Jack drew his knife again with a flourish” – he holds it confidently but doesn’t use it, 

“the blade continued to flash at the end of a bony arm.” 

4. The loss of life, the spill of the blood; Jack says, “I was choosing a place.”
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5. Ralph says, “You should stick a pig,” which alludes to the accepted and humane way to 

kill a pig; Jack makes excuses and is angry with himself for not doing it. 

6. He is angry and ashamed. 

Assessment activities 

 Summarize a summary. With the focus on good, bad, order and disorder, ask students to 

summarize the chapter studied over the last two lessons in five bullet points, then three, 

then one, and then finally in one word.  

 Images. Look again at the images on Resource 2 (Images). How might you see these 

images differently now, in light of the characters, events and themes of Chapter 1?



Resource 2 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 15 
 

Images 
 

1.  

 

2.  

 
3.  

 

4.  

 
5.  

 

6.  

 
7.  

 

8.  

 
9.  

 

10.  
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Order and the conch 

Read the section where Ralph and Piggy find the conch (pp.10-13). Find quotations about the conch, and write these in the boxes 

below.  

 

Ralph’s viewpoint The texture of the conch 

The color of the conch 

Piggy’s actions The sound the conch makes 

The value of the conch Imagery used to describe the conch 
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Extension task 

Why might Golding have used the conch as a symbol of order? 

 

Think about: 

 who found it 

 

 where they found it 

 

 what it looks like 

 

 what it feels like 

 

 what it sounds like 

 

 Ralph’s attitude toward it 

 

 Piggy’s attitude toward it. 
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The beginnings of disorder 

Task one – Hunting a pig 

After reading the end of Chapter 1, answer the following questions. 

 

1. What are the sounds the piglet makes? 

2. How is the jungle described? 

3. How does Jack hold the knife? 

4. Why does Jack pause and what reason does he give for pausing? 

5. How do Ralph and Jack talk to each other after this has happened? 

6. Why does Jack slam the knife into a tree? 

How does this episode indicate the beginnings of disorder on the island? 

 

 ......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ......................................................................................................................................................................................  

Task two – Order to disorder 

1. Compare the hunting of the pig with the moment when Ralph and Piggy found the conch. 

How are the two events contrasted? What has changed and why? 

2. Why might Chapter 1 include some conflict or disorder after the conch (the symbol of 

order) brought everyone together? 
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Chapter 2  

 

Lesson 3 – Characters and events 

Warm-up activities 

 Chapter title. Project an image of a fire onto the board. Discuss what the connotations 

are of fire. Repeat this activity with an image of a mountain. Why might these two images 

be brought together in the title of the next chapter of Lord of the Flies? What are their 

similarities and differences? What or who might they represent?  

 Drama. In pairs, students are labeled A and B. A is Ralph and B is Jack. They must take 

turns to re-tell each other the events of Chapter 1 from their character’s viewpoint. You 

can then select some to perform to the class and perhaps discuss any similarities and 

differences between content and focus. Students could instead write out their 

summaries as bullet points.  

Main activities 

 Quote quest. Ask students to read from the start of Chapter 2 up to “We must make a 

fire.” Focusing on the dialogue, ask groups of four or five to find quotations from the 

dialogue for Ralph, Jack and Piggy. 

Depending on your group, you could split the passage in half (up to, and then after, the 

point where the boy with the mulberry birthmark tries to speak), and have one group 

working on each character in each half of the passage. 

Students should aim to find two to three quotations for each which show different 

aspects of their character. This could then lead to whole-class discussion and comparison 

of the first and second halves of the passage – have Ralph, Jack or Piggy changed or 

stayed the same in the first part of Chapter 2? What about compared to Chapter 1? Why 

might this be? You could also ask students why they think Golding chose to use a lot of 

dialogue to develop the characters in Chapter 2, rather than description. You could 

discuss how Golding has already described the appearance of these characters in 

Chapter 1 and what else their interactions reveal instead. 
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 Context. Use Resource 5 (Context: Golding’s life) to learn some facts about Golding’s life, 

and then to consider the relevance of these contextual details to the events of the novel 

so far. Note that the boy with the mulberry birthmark goes missing in the second half of 

Chapter 2. 

Assessment activities 

 Chapter title. Discuss the relevance of the chapter title so far. The boys have literally 

decided to light a fire up the mountain, but now the fire and the mountain could 

represent something else. Could they be linked to earlier ideas about good, evil, order 

and disorder, as well as the contextual information about Golding’s life? 

 Class vote. Return to the facts about Golding’s life from Resource 5 (Context: William 

Golding’s life). Which of these do students feel is most relevant to how the plot and 

characters are developing? You could have a class vote, and then ask individuals to justify 

their choice. 
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Context: William Golding’s life 

Remind yourself of some of the events in Chapters 1 and 2. 

 The opening chapters focus on what happens to a group of schoolboys. 

 A plane carrying British schoolboys crashes on a remote desert island. 

 The schoolboys were being evacuated after a nuclear war (an “atom bomb” went off). 

 The schoolboys’ plane was attacked before they crashed. 

 Ralph’s father is a commander in the Navy. 

 Ralph says they must light a fire so that passing ships can see it and rescue them. 

 Probably because the boys were too hasty in lighting a fire, the boy with the mulberry 

birthmark goes missing, most likely lost in the fire. 

The table below includes some facts about William Golding’s life, some of which are 

explored in the novel. Complete the table with events in Chapters 1 and 2 that relate to 

Golding’s life experiences. You can use the list above or add your own ideas. 

 

Facts about William 

Golding 

Event(s) in Chapters 1 and 2 that explore this aspect  

of Golding’s life 

William Golding was a 

teacher at an all-boys’ 

school in England. 

 

He was in the Royal 

Navy in the Second 

World War (1939–

1945). 

 

During the war, Golding 

ordered the destruction 

of German ships and 

submarines. 
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Golding was horrified 

by the persecution, 

torture and murder of 

those in the German 

concentration camps 

and Japanese prisons. 

 

Golding was also 

appalled by what he did 

himself, and by what 

Britain did (such as 

bombing enemy 

civilians, ordinary 

people). 

 

In 1954, when the novel 

was published, there 

was still a real threat of 

nuclear war. 

 

After the Second World 

War, Golding 

questioned whether the 

seemingly bold, rash 

actions of Britain were 

the best actions to take. 

 

 

Extension questions 

 Why do you think Golding reflects parts of his own life in Lord of the Flies? 

 

 How are the events in the novel similar and different to what happened in Golding’s life? 
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Chapter 2  

 

Lesson 4 – Characters and events  

Warm-up activities 

 Who said? Write the following quotes on the board. Given what they know so far, who do 

students think say these words later in Chapter 2, and why? (NB you could give students 

a choice from Ralph, Piggy and Jack.)  

“Like kids! … Acting like a crowd of kids!” (Piggy) 

“Down there we could get as much wood as we want.” (Ralph) 

“We’ll build a pile. Come on.” (Jack) 

 

 Bingo! Get students to choose six of the following words and write these down in a 2x3 

bingo grid: glasses, fire, piglet, Piggy, fair, Simon, cream and pink, Jack, hunters, Ralph. As 

they identify the answers to the following prompts, they check off the words on their 

bingo cards. The first to get a full house wins! 

1. What Piggy wears on his face (glasses) 

2. The character who finds and uses the conch first (Ralph) 

3. What the boys decide to make in Chapter 2 (fire) 

4. The animal that the boys nearly caught in Chapter 1 (piglet) 

5. The character with asthma (Piggy) 

6. The leader of the choir (Jack) 

7. The color of Ralph’s hair (fair) 

8. The color of the conch (cream and pink) 

9. What Jack decides the choir will be (hunters) 

10. The character who faints (Simon) 
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Main activities 

 Plot the tension. Read the second half of Chapter 2 with students. Use Resource 6 

(Plot the tension) to rate the events in the second half of Chapter 2 in terms of their 

tension, in pairs or individually. An extension activity is included.  

 

 Structure and close reading. Using Resource 7 (Narrative description) get students 

to focus on the passage from “A fire! Make a fire!” to “over the tumbled scar.” This 

could be considered the turning point in Chapter 2. Making a fire is the catalyst for 

the events that follow and the next significant phase of character development. 

 

Ask students to focus on the description in this passage (as opposed to the dialogue 

in the first activity) and to find quotations linked to the senses of sight, hearing and 

touch. The quotations should be sorted as follows: 

 

Hearing 

“The space under the palm 

trees was full of noise and 

movement” 

“Ralph was on his feet, 

shouting for quiet”  

“Piggy’s breathing was quite 

restored” 

“The noise of the errant 

assembly faded up the 

mountain” 

Sight 

“The crowd swayed” 

“Piggy watched [Ralph 

climbing up the mountain] in 

disgust” 

Touch 

“[Piggy] caressed the shell 

respectfully, then stopped 

and looked up” 

“[Piggy] picked up the conch” 

 

Assessment activities 

 Tension ranking. Ask students to choose one of the events from Chapter 2, as featured in 

Resource 6 (Plot the tension) – it should either be the most or the least tense moment 

according to them. On a piece of paper, and in large writing, they should write out a 

quotation to represent that moment. 
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Ask students to stand up with their piece of paper in hand, and then arrange themselves 

in the room according to how tense they feel that moment is. On one side of the room 

you will have students who think they have the event with the most tension, and on the 

other side, the least. Once they have gone to the appropriate side of the room, they 

should choose a rank order.  

 

 Imagery. The second half of Chapter 2 includes rich imagery to depict the events. Ask 

students to choose one of the quotations below and draw a picture of it. Alternatively, 

they could explain how and why the imagery is effective.  

 

“The sun in the west was a drop of burning gold that slid nearer and nearer the sill of the 

world.” 

 

“The flames, as though they were a kind of wild life, crept as a jaguar creeps on its belly.” 

 

“The separate noises of the fire merged into a drum-roll that seemed to shake the 

mountain.” 

 

“The crowd was as silent as death.” (They have just realized that the boy with the 

birthmark is missing.) 

 

“Tall swathes of creepers rose for a moment into view, agonized, and went down again … 

Snakes! Snakes! Look at the snakes!” 
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Plot the tension 

Here is the sequence of events in the second part of Chapter 2. Rate each of these events in 

terms of how tense they are on the tension graph below. The first one has been marked on the 

graph as an example, with an explanation of why it has been judged as a “5” for tension. 

 

1. The boys start walking up the mountain to make a fire. 

 

2. Ralph goes up the mountain. 

 

3. Piggy asks Ralph where he is going. 

 

4. Further up the mountain, Ralph sees a patch of potential firewood. 

 

5. The boys start to collect wood. 

 

6. The boys decide to use Piggy’s glasses to light the fire. 

 

7. Once Ralph has lit the fire, the boys gather more wood to keep it going. 

 

8. The boys think that the fire has gone out, but then discover that it hasn’t gone out, and 

has spread. 

 

9. Piggy loses his temper and tells the boys what he thinks of their actions. 

 

10. They discover the boy with the mulberry birthmark is missing. 
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One ‘x’ has been marked as an example. “The boys start walking up the mountain to make a fire” 

is an exciting moment because the boys are now doing something instead of discussing ideas, 

but it’s less tense than when the boys are talking about whether there is a “beastie” earlier in 

Chapter 2. 

Extension task 

Find quotations from the second half of Chapter 2 to match the ten events. Add notes to explain 

how each quotation justifies the score you chose.
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Narrative description 

Task one – Senses 

Look closely at how description is used in the passage beginning “A fire! Make a fire!” and 

ending “began to pick his way over the tumbled scar.” Golding involves the senses of sight, 

hearing and touch here. Select quotations from below that fit each of these senses, and put 

them in the boxes below.  

 
 

Hearing Sight Touch 

 

 “The space under the palm trees was full of noise and movement.”  

 

 “Ralph was on his feet, shouting for quiet.” 

 

 “The crowd swayed.”  

 

 “Piggy’s breathing was quite restored.”  

 

 “[Piggy] caressed the shell respectfully, then stopped and looked up.”  

 

 “Piggy watched [Ralph climbing up the mountain] in disgust.”  

 

 “The noise of the errant assembly faded up the mountain.”  

 

 “[Piggy] picked up the conch.” 
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Task two – Dialogue 

1. How does the description of Ralph and Piggy’s movements contrast with the use of 

dialogue between Ralph, Jack and Piggy in the first part of Chapter 2?  

 

2. What is different about the use of dialogue between Ralph and Piggy in this extract? Why 

did Golding include this? 

 

3. Why do you think this passage focuses on Ralph and Piggy after Jack has left to climb the 

mountain? 
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Chapter 3 

 

Lesson 5 – Jack 

Warm-up activities 

 Similes. Use Resource 8 (Similes to describe Jack). Ask students what sort of impression 

you would get of a person described as all three together. What are the similarities and 

differences between what each image suggests? What would that person be doing? What 

would they be like?  

 Statements. Put students into groups of three and number them one to three. Write the 

statements below onto the whiteboard and ask students to explain how far they agree or 

disagree with their numbered statement. 

1. Jack wants to be the leader of the group. 

2. Hunting to find food for the group is the best way for Jack to show leadership. 

3. Jack shouldn’t try to take charge, because Ralph has been chosen as leader of the 

group.  

Main activities 

 Tracking Jack. Using Resource 9 (Jack’s character), ask students to consider the layers of 

meaning used to describe Jack and how his character develops in Chapter 3.  

 Role on the wall. Read from the start of Chapter 3 up to “He did not notice when Jack 

spoke.” Use flipchart paper and board pens, or the first part of Resource 10 (Role on the 

wall – Jack) to create a “role on the wall” for Jack at the start of Chapter 3. Follow this up 

with the discussion points in the resource to explore how dark images can be linked with 

the darker qualities of Jack that are quickly emerging.  
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Assessment activities 

 Learning quotes.  Use some of the key quotations about Jack from earlier in the lesson to 

create a short, two-line poem. This will help students learn character quotations in 

preparation for a closed-text exam. Here is an example: 

Jack, he had a ‘sharpened stick’: 

‘Like a sprinter’, he was quick. 

 

Students can share their mini-poems and discuss which feature of Jack’s character they 

have chosen to describe, and why they think it is important. Students could also join their 

poems together to make a longer poem to study.  

 

 Who do you sympathize with? Ask students who they sympathize with the most by the 

end of Chapter 3. Is it Ralph, who is trying to lead the group to safety? Is it Piggy, who has 

tried to help Ralph and been largely ignored? Is it Jack, who has been hunting to feed the 

group?  
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Similes to describe Jack 

What would it say about a person to be described as…  
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Jack’s character 

Look at the following quotations, which develop our impression of Jack’s character. They are in 

chronological order. Complete the table below. Two examples have been done for you. 

 

 
What is happening? What is 

being described? 

What does this show about 

Jack’s character? 

“A sharpened stick 

about five feet long 

trailed from [Jack’s] 

right hand …” 

  

“He passed like a 

shadow under the 

darkness of the tree…” 

  

“Jack stood there, 

streaming with sweat, 

streaked with brown 

earth, stained by all 

the vicissitudes of a 

day’s hunting.” 

  

(Speaking about the 

other hunters) “I went 

on… I let them go. I had 

to go on. I –“  
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“[Jack] tried to convey 

the compulsion to 

track down and kill 

that was swallowing 

him up… The madness 

came into his eyes 

again.” 

  

(Jack to Ralph) “You 

and your fire!” 
  

(Ralph to Jack) “All you 

can talk about is pig, 

pig, pig!” 

(Jack to Ralph) “But 

we want meat!” 

  

“Jack nodded, as much 

for the sake of 

agreeing as 

anything…” 

Jack doesn’t want to argue 

with Ralph. 

The reader can see the conflict 

between Jack and Ralph, who 

both want to take charge. 

 

Extension task 

Summarize how and why Jack’s character changes in Chapter 3. 

Look particularly at how Jack interacts with and treats other characters. For example, Ralph in 

the following three passages: 

1. When Jack comes out of the forest and asks Ralph for water (from “Got any water?”) 

2. When Ralph and Jack discuss their problems and the tension grows (from “I thought I 

might—kill.”) 

3. When Ralph and Jack find Simon has gone (from “But when they reached the shelters…” 

to “unable to communicate.”) 
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Role on the wall – Jack 

Fill in the outline of Jack’s head with words and phrases of your own. Which words and phrases 

would you use to describe Jack’s character in the opening pages of Chapter 3? 
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Description of the setting 

Here are some dark images used to describe Jack and his surroundings in Chapter 3.  

What does each one show about Jack’s character? Make a note of any connections between 

these images and the words you have used above. 

1. “a green dusk thirty feet above him” 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

2. “the semi-darkness of the undergrowth” 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

3. “his bare back was a mass of dark freckles and peeling sunburn” 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

4. “a harsh cry that seemed to come out of the abyss of ages” [an abyss is a deep, dark 

chasm or gap in the ground] 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

5. “He passed like a shadow under the darkness of the tree” 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

6.  “Jack… [was] streaked with brown earth” 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

Extension task 

Does Golding makes Jack sound:  

 sinister (menacing, threatening) 

 

 bad (in an evil sense) 

 

 confused (unsure or lost) 

 

 part of the jungle 

 

 something else? 
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Chapter 4 

 

Lesson 6 – Setting and the “littluns” 

Warm-up activities 

 Analyze objects. Bring in (or ask students to bring in) the following objects linked to the 

first part of Chapter 4 and ask them to discuss what they think the objects represent. 

• a toy shark 

 

• fruit 

 

• sandcastle bucket 

 

• shells, flowers and stones 

 

• a toy train 

 

After some discussion, guide the students toward considering what these items might 

mean to a group of young boys lost on a desert island. These are all representative of the 

littluns and their innocence. What, therefore, do the littluns represent? 

 Boys and their toys. Ask the class to discuss what kind of toys they played with when 

they were young. You could ask them about: 

• toys they had at home, and at preschool/playgroup/day care 

 

• toys of their own, and those shared with siblings/friends 

 

• toys they had for the swimming pool, bath or beach 

What are their associations with these toys? Why are they important? What do these 

toys represent for them?
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This then leads into a discussion of the passage on p.62 beginning, “They had built castles 

in the sand…” Why did the littluns build sandcastles? What might it remind them of? 

Where, with whom, and why have members of the class built sandcastles? You could ask 

similar questions about the railroad tracks and train lines, and lead a discussion to 

consider how the littluns may be comforting themselves with activities that remind them 

of home and happier times — and that take their attention away from their hardship. 

What do students think?  

Main activity 

 The threat to the “littluns”. Much of the novel so far has focused on the older children. 

Now, Golding shifts the focus to the “littluns”. 

Read the passage on Resource 11 (The threat to the littluns) and get students to explore 

how the setting is described. You could now also (or alternatively, depending on your 

group) look at the implications of each precise word choice. There is a hint sheet for 

students who need support.  

Assessment activities 

 Two facts and a question.  Students write down two things they have learned on 

separate sticky notes about the way the setting is described in Chapter 4. You could ask 

them to focus on the childhood innocence of the littluns, combined with the impending 

threat from the island setting. They could also think of a question they would like 

answered. You could then use this to plan your next lesson.   

 Explain via email.  Ask students to write a pretend email to an absent student explaining 

what they’ve learned in the lesson. You could ask them to focus on the childhood 

innocence of the littluns, combined with the impending threat from the island setting.  

Alternatively, ask students to write a tweet to describe their learning (140 characters 

maximum, including spaces – emojis and hashtags can be useful!). Perhaps the user 

handle could reflect the novel. For example: 

• @middleofnowhere 

• @williamg 

• @lotf 

• @littlunsofficialThe threat to the littluns 
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The threat to the littluns  

This passage shows a mood change. The littluns have been playing just before this description. 

 

The great Pacific tide was coming in and every few seconds the relatively still water of the 

lagoon heaved forwards an inch. There were creatures that lived in this last fling of the 

sea, tiny transparencies that came questing in with the water over the hot, dry sand. With 

impalpable organs of sense they examined this new field. Perhaps food had appeared 

where the last incursion there had been none; bird droppings, insects perhaps, any of the 

strewn detritus of landward life. Like a myriad of tiny teeth in a saw, the transparencies 

came scavenging over the beach … 

… A sudden breeze shook the fringe of palm trees, so that the fronds tossed and fluttered. 

Sixty feet above Roger, several nuts, fibrous lumps as big as rugby balls, were loosed from 

their stems. They fell about him with a series of hard thumps and he was not touched. 

 

1. How is the setting presented as potentially threatening to the littluns? 

 

Look closely at any details that make the setting sound like it might be unusual, unfamiliar, 

threatening or strange to them. Make a list of the threats, then comment on how and why they 

are threatening. You could comment on: 

 

 the island 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

 the sea 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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 the creatures 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 the boys 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 the weather 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 the vegetation 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

This is the same passage, but some of the words and phrases have been replaced. 

The great Pacific tide was coming in and every few seconds the relatively still water of the 

beach heaved forwards an inch. There were creatures that lived in this last part of the sea, 

tiny see-through creatures that came searching in with the water over the hot, dry sand. In 

unknown ways they examined this new field. Perhaps food had appeared where last time 

the tide came in there had been none; bird droppings, insects perhaps, any of the rubbish 

from the land. Like the many tiny teeth in a saw, the transparencies came hunting over the 

beach … 

… A sudden breeze shook the fringe of palm trees, so that the long, thin leaves tossed and 

fluttered. Sixty feet above Roger, several nuts, tough, stringy lumps as big as rugby balls, 

were loosed from their stems. They fell about him with a series of hard thumps and he was 

not touched. 

 



Resource 11 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 41 
 

2. What are the effects of the specific word choices Golding made? Fill in the table with 

your ideas. 

Alternative 

word 
Why did Golding choose this word? 

Beach 

lagoon (shallow area of water separated from a larger area of water) 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

Part 

fling 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

see-through 

creatures 

transparencies 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

Searching 

questing 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

In unknown  

ways 

with impalpable organs of sense (ways of sensing things that cannot be seen 

by the human eye) 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  
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last time the 

tide came in 

at the last incursion (incursion means entrance or attack) 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

the rubbish 

from the land 

the strewn detritus of landward life 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

the many 

a myriad of 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

Hunting 

scavenging 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

long, thin 

leaves 

fronds 

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

 .........................................................................................................................................................  

tough, stringy 

Fibrous 

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................................................................................  
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Hint sheet 

Alternative 

words 
Why did Golding choose this word? 

Beach lagoon: what is specifically described in the word “lagoon”? 

Part fling: “part” is quite neutral; what does “fling” add to the description? 

see-

through 

creatures 

transparencies: what’s the effect if you don’t use the word “creatures”? 

Searching questing: what’s the difference between a “search” and a “quest”? 

In 

unknown 

ways 

with impalpable organs of sense: what’s the difference between the 

general term “ways” and the specific term “organs”? 

last time 

the tide 

came in 

at the last incursion: what’s the effect of the word “incursion”? What does 

it sound like the sea is doing to the land? 

the 

rubbish 

from the 

land 

the strewn detritus of landward life: what’s the difference between 

“rubbish” and “detritus”? 

the many a myriad of: which version is more concise? 

Hunting scavenging: a hunter looks for living prey; a scavenger looks for dead prey 

long, thin 

leaves 
fronds: which version is clearer and more concise? 

tough, 

stringy 
fibrous: which version describes the coconuts more precisely? 
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Teacher answer sheet 

1. Responses might include: 

 The setting is threatening because 1) the children are on an island and 2) it’s like the sea 

itself is attacking them periodically (first sentence), rather than sheltering them. 

 

 The tiny creatures in the sea have to scavenge to survive – could Golding be suggesting 

that the children will also have to fight to survive? 

 

 The tiny creatures, however, do seem to have their place near the island, while the boys 

are out of place. 

 

 Phrases such as “this last fling” make the island sound isolated and wild: the opposite of 

civilization. 

 

 The simile “Like a myriad of tiny teeth in a saw” makes the tiny creatures sound 

potentially threatening or dangerous. 

 

 The breeze being “sudden” might suggest a sense of unpredictability and fear: so much is 

out of their control, including the weather. 

 

 The coconuts are also threatening: Roger is “not touched” by the falling fruit, but they 

clearly have the potential to hurt – or kill “‘fibrous lumps as big as rugby balls”). 
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2. Responses might include: 

Alternative 

word 
Why did Golding choose this word? 

Beach 
lagoon: Creates a sense of isolation from the outside world. The littluns are 

trapped in this area indefinitely. 

Part 

fling: If the sea is trying to get onto the beach one last time, it suggests a 

sense of desperation, or nihilism. The sea is large and powerful, and the 

boys are much smaller and weaker – so if the sea is desperate, what are the 

boys in comparison? 

see-through 

creatures 

transparencies: An alien concept, perhaps, to boys raised in England with a 

limited experience of wildlife beyond its shores. 

Searching 
questing: Suggests that, if the island life has to search to survive, the boys 

will too, in an alien environment, full of unknown threats. 

In unknown 

ways 

with impalpable organs of sense: Something most likely beyond the boys’ 

comprehension – the threat here could stem from their fear of the 

unknown. 

last time the 

tide came in 

at the last incursion: If the tide is attacking the beach, it feels threateningly 

inevitable that eventually it will reach – and attack – the littluns. 

the rubbish 

from the land 

the strewn detritus: Unlike the order the boys will be used to at school, the 

island is potentially threatening in its lack of order and lack of adult 

presence to impose it. 

of landward life: This may be threatening because the boys do not yet know 

what “life” is out there. 

the many 
a myriad of: If something is uncountable, it may be perceived as more 

threatening because its numbers are overwhelming. 

Hunting 
scavenging: Suggests that life will be the opposite of what the littluns know: 

full of hardship and responsibility. 

long, thin 

leaves 

fronds: Leaves unlike those the littluns will be familiar with, so potentially 

threatening, as it is part of the unknown. 

tough, 

stringy 

fibrous: Fruit unlike anything the littluns will be familiar with, so potentially 

threatening, as it is part of the unknown. 
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Chapt er 4 

Chapter 4 

 

Lesson 7 – Conflict 

Warm-up activities 

 Rivalries. Get students to come up with a list of rivalries, such as those between sports 

teams, cities or celebrities. Consider: 

 

• What are the reasons for those rivalries? 

 

• Are these rivalries public or private? 

 

• How are these rivalries resolved? 

 

• Should they be resolved? 

 

• What happens when these rivalries are over – if they ever end?  

 

 Quick-fire quiz. Read these questions aloud to get students to recap details that 

contribute to the rivalries in the text. Also discuss the rivalries that have emerged so far. 

Give students a score, and repeat the quiz if you’d like to measure their progress.  

 

Questions: 

 

1. Name one animal Jack is compared to in the opening of Chapter 3. (Dog or ape) 

 

2. What color of dirt is Jack’s face streaked with? (Brown) 

 

3. What animal does Jack’s group hunt? (Pig) 

 

4. What does Jack ask Ralph for when he comes out of the forest? (Water) 

 

5. Jack says in Chapter 1 that he “ought to be chief” instead of Ralph because he can 

sing what note? (C sharp) 
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6. After both Ralph and Jack disagree over who should be leader, who suggests a vote? 

(Roger) 

 

7. The person speaking holds what object (which becomes something the boys fight and 

disagree over)? (Conch) 

 

8. Ralph and Jack disagree about the best way to kill a pig – which one says you should cut 

its throat? (Jack) 

 

9. The boys argue about a supposed creature in the forest – what one word does the boy 

with the mulberry birthmark use to describe it? (Beastie) 

 

10.  After the boys argue about going up the mountain to light a fire, who is left alone and 

goes up the mountain last of all? (Piggy)  

Main activities 

 Conflict. In the second part of Chapter 4, Ralph discovers that the fire has gone out. The 

conflict between Ralph and Jack grows as the two groups argue over their priorities. 
 

Use Resource 12 (“You let the fire out”) to consider with students how the conflict grows 

and develops in this passage, and how Ralph and Jack react to this conflict and the 

events of the novel.  

 

 Imperatives and interrogatives. Use Resource 13 (Imperatives and interrogatives) to 

look at Jack’s language in the second part of Chapter 4. Consider how Jack tries to take 

control here, and how he causes further conflict. 

  

Assessment activities 

 Who is in charge? Read the final words of Chapter 4 with your class: 
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Ralph watched them, envious and resentful. Not till they flagged and the chant 

died away, did he speak. 

“I’m calling an assembly.” 

 

One by one, they halted, and stood watching him. 

 

“With the conch. I’m calling a meeting even if we have to go on into the dark. 

Down on the platform. When I blow it. Now.” He turned away and walked off, 

down the mountain. 

 

Get students to choose who they think is in charge now. Designate one side of the 

room for Ralph and the other side for Jack, and get students to choose which side 

of the room to stand on. Once your class is split, get them to explain why they 

chose their character to be in charge – they could elect a spokesperson to explain 

the reasons after a brief group discussion. Prompt them to explore the different 

ways that Jack and Ralph assert control, and the role of the conch.  

 

 Painted Faces and Long Hair. Write the title of Chapter 4 on the board. 

 

Ask the students why they think Golding gave Chapter 4 this title and to consider the 

following questions. 

 

• What do the “painted faces” represent? (Savagery, wildness, hunting, disguise.) 

 

• What does “long hair” represent? (Messy appearance, reversion to the wild, lack of 

control.) 

 

• How do these images link to the conflict in Chapter 4? 

 

• Is there a conflict between civilization and savagery, as well as between Ralph and 

Jack? 
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“You let the fire out” 

In the second part of Chapter 4, Ralph discovers that the fire has gone out. The conflict 

between Ralph and Jack grows as the two groups argue over their priorities. 
 

Look at the details taken from Chapter 4 below: “The fire was dead” to “and yet twitched as he 

said it.” 

Task one – Thoughts and feelings 

Think about how Ralph or Jack would react to each event: What would they think and feel, and 

how much would they want to reveal to the other boys about their thoughts and feelings? 

Here’s an example detail: the fire has gone out. 

You might discuss the following ideas: 

Ralph 

He would be furious. He has been saying 

from early in the novel that having a fire 

is their hope of being rescued from the 

island, and he will feel he has been 

proven right when they see the ship 

moving away. He will feel as if his 

sensible advice has been ignored, and his 

leadership has been undermined. 

Jack 

He’d realize that his focus on hunting has 

perhaps taken his hunters’ attention away 

from getting rescued – although they do need 

to feed themselves, too. However, because he 

wants to be the leader (like Ralph), he is 

unlikely to admit to making the wrong choice – 

so he doesn’t contradict what he said about 

the importance of hunting earlier. 

 

Now discuss with your partner how Jack and Ralph would react to each of these events.  
 

1. Jack and his hunters have killed a pig. 

2. The hunters are chanting together. 

3. Jack is leading the procession of hunters 

back to the group. 

4. Jack has blood on his hands and wipes them 

on his shorts. 

5. Ralph accuses Jack of letting the fire go out. 

6. Jack was the one who cut the pig’s throat – 

but twitches as he says it. 

 

Task two – Dramatization 

Now dramatize your ideas. One of you is Ralph and one of you is Jack. Each of you should 

explain how you feel about each event. You can then join up with another pair into a group of 

four and compare the ways you portrayed each character – or swap partners and see if your 

discussion plays out in the same way. 
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Teacher answer sheet 

Possible areas for discussion could be: 

1. Jack and his hunters have killed a pig. Ralph might be threatened because Jack has been 

successful in killing a pig, which might be seen as demonstrating his leadership abilities. 

However, he may also be happy, because now there is food for the group. Jack is likely 

feeling euphoric and vindicated. He always said hunting was important, and he has been 

successful. 
 

2. The hunters are chanting together. Ralph might feel intimidated, like away-team fans at a 

football game where the home-team fans chant for their side, against their rivals. Jack 

might feel empowered because he has control over the group: he is their leader and is 

increasingly able to take charge. 
 

3. Jack is leading the procession of hunters back to the group. Ralph may feel threatened 

because Jack is strengthening his leadership role more successfully than Ralph. Jack 

probably feels proud and powerful because he is leading his “troops” back in sight of the 

other boys, consolidating his case for leadership. 
 

4. Jack has blood on his hands and wipes them on his shorts. Ralph might be slightly 

horrified, disgusted or uncomfortable at the thought of the violence which led to the 

blood on Jack’s hands. Jack will undoubtedly be proud of his kill, but is clearly 

uncomfortable with the blood which has been spilled, hence his move to wipe his hands 

on his shorts. 
 

5. Ralph accuses Jack of letting the fire go out. Unwilling to be blamed for something he 

perceives is someone else’s fault, Ralph tries to lay the blame at Jack’s door – both to 

vindicate himself and to strengthen his position as the leader. Jack is probably angry 

because he doesn’t see that he is to blame, and he maintains that having a fire was always 

Ralph’s priority, not his. 
 

6. Jack was the one who cut the pig’s throat – but twitches as he says it.  This is similar to 

the way Jack wipes his hands on his shorts — he has violent tendencies but he is also 

uncomfortable with these acts of violence. Ralph and Jack might both see this action as 

an assertion of power, but Ralph might also see it as a worrying sign of the darker side of 

Jack’s character: a taste of things to come. 
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Imperatives and interrogatives 

Look at the imperatives (orders) and interrogatives (questions) in the second part of Chapter 4. 

Consider how Jack tries to take control in this passage and causes further conflict (from “Kill the 

pig. Cut her throat. Spill her blood.” to the end of the chapter). 

Imperatives 

What does Jack tell people to do? Why? What does it show about Jack trying to take control? 

How does this add to the conflict? 

 

1. “Kill the pig. Cut her throat. Spill her blood.” (Jack leads the hunters’ chant.) 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

2. “Look!” (Jack tells Ralph and the other boys to look at the pig they have killed.) 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

3. “Eat! Damn you! Take it!” (Jack tells Simon to eat the meat they have cooked.) 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Interrogatives 

What does Jack ask? Why? What does it show about Jack trying to take control? How does this 

add to the conflict? 

 

1. “Can I borrow yours, Ralph, to make a nick in the hilt?” (Jack asks to borrow Ralph’s knife 

to make a mark in his own knife – to show that he has made a kill.) 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

2. “You would, would you? Fatty!” (Jack attacks Piggy when Piggy says Jack had promised 

to keep the fire lit.) 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Teacher answer sheet 

Possible areas for discussion could be: 

Imperatives 
 

1. “Kill the pig. Cut her throat. Spill her blood.” Jack takes control of the killing. He also, 

therefore, controls the hunters’ chant. These aren’t orders per se: these imperatives 

represent Jack’s level of control, leading to increased conflict with Ralph over leadership 

of the group. 
 

“Look!” Jack might feel fiercely proud of his achievement, but he also might want the 

other boys – including Ralph – to share his discomfort in killing. He might also want to 

assert his authority and lessen his sense of guilt, perhaps. 
 

“‘Eat! Damn you! Take it!” Jack once again asserts his authority, this time through 

actions. He picks on a “weak” member of the group who is more likely to comply and 

respond to his assertion of authority. This may lead to conflict, as Ralph observes him 

exploiting the weakness of others – which Ralph now realizes is poor leadership. 

(Consider how he effectively apologized for calling Piggy by his hated nickname earlier in 

the novel, saying it was better than “Fatty”). 

 

Interrogatives 
 

1. “Can I borrow yours, Ralph, to make a nick in the hilt?” This could either be seen as an 

attempt at friendship with Ralph, or as an attempt to control the actions of his rival, 

Ralph. Correspondingly, it could either ease conflict or be seen as an increasing assertion 

of power on Jack’s part. 
 

2.  “You would, would you? Fatty!” Jack verbally attacks Piggy when Piggy dares to accuse 

him of breaking his promise. It’s a rhetorical question, and is being used as a barb, rather 

than as a means of engagement. Ralph might consider this exploitative and cruel. 
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Chapt er 5 

Chapter 5 

 

Lesson 8 – The text in context 

Warm-up activities 

 Vocabulary development. Students will frequently encounter new or challenging words 

in Lord of the Flies. Choose a selection from Chapter 5 (“whizzoh”, “specious”, 

“wearisome”) and discuss some of the strategies they have found helpful in the past for 

decoding new words.   

 

 Ralph. Give out sticky notes and get students to list words to describe Ralph on them – 

one word per sticky note. Set a short time limit for their ideas. Get pairs to share what 

they have written and to stack any duplicates. Group these again by moving pairs to 

fours, again stacking duplicates. Ask someone from each group to bring the stacks of 

duplicates to the front and display them. Discuss Ralph’s role in the text together. If there 

are no duplicates at any stage, then get students to pick the word(s) they think best 

describe Ralph.  

Main activities 

 Character development: Ralph. Use Resource 14 (Character development: Ralph) to 

consider the opening passage of Chapter 5 in comparison with a passage from Chapter 1, 

in which Ralph explores the coastline. Students should make comparisons between how 

Golding uses language to express Ralph’s thoughts and feelings; the contrast between 

innocence and experience when finding something new on the island; and the contrast 

between expectation and the reality.  

 

 Language in context. Using Resource 15 (Language in context), students look carefully at 

some sample excerpts from Chapter 5. All of these exemplify the change of mood and the 

beginnings of disorder on the island. There are hints to support less capable students and 

a teacher answer sheet. Note that the extension activities on this resource are more 

appropriate for more capable students.  
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Assessment activities 

 Just a minute. Put students into pairs and ask them to talk about what they’ve learned 

during the lesson. Give them a one-minute time limit and tell them they’re not allowed to 

repeat, hesitate or deviate! If they do, their partner then takes over and tries to talk for a 

minute.  

 

 Focus on key words. Set a time limit and ask students to write as many key vocabulary 

words relating to what they’ve studied as possible. 

 

Such words might be related to: 

 

• context 

 

• change (in the mood, in character, in events) 

 

• narrative 

 

• descriptions 

 

• Ralph’s character 

 

• comparison of Chapter 1 and Chapter 5 

 

• development (of the plot, of characters, of ideas) 
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Character development: Ralph 
 

Read from “The palms that still stood” to “swimming in a huge bath” in Chapter 1 (p.7). Next, 

read from “The tide was coming in” to “Frowning, he tried again.” in Chapter 5 (p.81). 

 

1. How is Ralph presented differently in the two chapters? Explain how he has changed. 

 

2. Compare the following details from the passages describing Ralph in Chapters 1 and 5. 

One has been done for you: 
 

Chapter 1 Chapter 5 What has changed? Why? 

“Beyond the 

platform there was 

more enchantment. 

Some act of God—a 

typhoon perhaps, or 

the storm that had 

accompanied his 

own arrival—had 

banked sand inside 

the lagoon so that 

there was a long, 

deep pool in the 

beach with a high 

ledge of pink granite 

at the further end.” 

“[Ralph] stopped, 

facing the strip; and 

remembering that 

first enthusiastic 

exploration as 

though it were part 

of a brighter 

childhood, he smiled 

jeeringly.” 

In Chapter 1, Ralph sounds like he is 

fascinated by the seemingly magical 

island, as shown through words such as 

“enchantment.” The description of the 

“pink granite” and “long, deep pool” 

sounds beautiful. 

 

In Chapter 5, Ralph stops to look, but this 

time his thoughts are bitter and full of 

regret. He sees his “first enthusiastic 

exploration” as belonging to a more 

innocent past. His focus is on survival, 

rather than the beauty of the landscape. 

“Ralph spoke to 

himself, sounding 

the bass strings of 

delight. 

‘Whizzoh!’” 

“He lost himself in a 

maze of thoughts 

that were rendered 

vague by his lack of 

words to express 

them.” 

 

 
 



Resource 14 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 57 
 

“Ralph had been 

deceived before 

now by the specious 

appearance of depth 

in a beach pool and 

he approached this 

one preparing to be 

disappointed. But 

the island ran true 

to form and the 

incredible pool, 

which clearly was 

only invaded by the 

sea at high tide, was 

so deep at one end 

as to be dark green.” 

“Suddenly, pacing 

by the water, he 

was overcome with 

astonishment. He 

found himself 

understanding the 

wearisomeness of 

this life, where 

every path was an 

improvisation and a 

considerable part 

of one’s waking life 

was spent watching 

one’s feet.” 

 

 

Extension task 

Summarize how and why Ralph’s character has changed so much by Chapter 5. 

Think about: 

 what has happened 

 what his relationships with other characters (such as Jack and Piggy) were like, and are 

like now 

 Ralph’s role as leader and Jack’s challenge to his leadership. 
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Language in context 

Look at each extract below. Look carefully at what has been added or changed in the full 

example in the context of Chapter 5. 

Explain what effect the underlined text has in the context of the rest of each example. 

1. Ralph’s thoughts: 

This meeting must not be fun. 

This meeting must not be fun, but business. 

 

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

2. Ralph approaches the boys for the meeting: 

The beach near the bathing pool was dotted with groups of boys waiting for the 

assembly. They made way for him silently. 

The beach near the bathing pool was dotted with groups of boys waiting for the 

assembly. They made way for him silently, conscious of his grim mood and the fault at 

the fire. 

 

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

3. Description of the meeting place: 

Ralph turned to the chief’s seat. They had never had an assembly as late before. 

Ralph turned to the chief’s seat. They had never had an assembly as late before. That 

was why the place looked so different. 

 

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Extension tasks 

1. Look carefully at the description of the meeting place. Why do you think Golding 

describes the change in light and appearances? What is the effect of Golding reflecting 

Ralph’s confused thoughts in the final two questions in the extract? 

Normally the underside of the green roof was lit by a tangle of golden reflections, 

and their faces were lit upside down—like, thought Ralph, when you hold an 

electric torch in your hands. But now the sun was slanting in at one side, so that the 

shadows were where they ought to be. 

Again he fell into that strange mood of speculation that was so foreign to him. If 

faces were different when lit from above or below—what was a face? What was 

anything? 

 

2. The context in which the author wrote the book is important to our understanding of 

why these changes occur. What views of humanity is Golding expressing in Chapter 5? 

How is he putting his messages across in Chapter 5? 

It might help to remind yourself of these facts about Golding’s life: 

• Golding was appalled at what he himself did, and what Britain did (such as bombing 

enemy civilians who were ordinary, innocent people). 

• After the Second World War, Golding questioned whether the seemingly bold, rash 

actions of Britain were the best actions to take. 

Hints 

1. What is Ralph’s attitude toward a meeting now as opposed to when they first arrived on 

the island? What is the tone of the phrase? 

2. How might the group’s behavior have been affected by their knowledge of Ralph’s mood 

and the knowledge that he blames Jack for letting the fire go out, missing the chance of 

rescue? 

3. This meeting marks a change in routine, as well as a change in mood and the group 

dynamic. Why does it matter that the meeting place looks different? How does this 

change of appearance reflect changes in the boys’ relationships and the events so far? 
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Teacher answer sheet 

1. This meeting must not be fun, but business. 

Ralph has decided to assert his authority, like a businessman – to aim to return to a sense 

of order and purpose, as he did when they agreed to use the conch as a means of allowing 

people to speak in an orderly manner. The loss of the fire and the killing of the pig 

(catalyzed by Jack’s words and actions) have led Ralph to try to take control once more. 

2. The beach near the bathing pool was dotted with groups of boys waiting for the 

assembly. They made way for him silently, conscious of his grim mood and the fault at the 

fire. 

The fact that the group is aware of Ralph’s moods has two particularly potent 

implications. First, that his veneer of leadership has worn thin, allowing the group to see 

his true feelings and the disintegration of order. Second, that they may change their 

behavior as a result of his anger at them. 

The reference to the fire reminds the reader of the pivotal failure to keep it lit, and the 

impact of this failure on subsequent events. They might have a pig, but they have lost 

their first chance of being saved, as they long for home and their version of normality. 

(Think of the littluns playing on the beach as they would have at home.) 

3. Ralph turned to the chief’s seat. They had never had an assembly as late before. That was 

why the place looked so different. 

A change in routine leads to a change in the appearance of the setting. It reflects the fact 

that previous meetings have been predictable and reliable: the change in time adds both 

a sense of tension and urgency. These changes of appearance match the deterioration of 

the boys’ appearance and the start of the decline of orderliness in the group. 

Extension tasks 

1. This extract might raise questions regarding the potentially negative impact of Ralph, the 

group’s leader, losing his sense of reality and questioning his own senses. Without his 

relatively steadying force, Jack may assume control. 

 

2. Golding is presenting the unpalatable truth of human existence: that evil exists within us 

all, and that we are all capable of giving in to its power.   
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Chapt er 5 

Chapter 5 

 

Lesson 9 – Piggy 

Warm-up activities 

 Piggy. First of all, briefly discuss why Piggy might have been given his nickname. 

Students might suggest that it is because: he is fat; he is seen as having “piggy” eyes 

because of his glasses; he is perceived as lazy because he is fat; he is perceived as dirty 

because he is fat (although pigs do clean themselves by rolling in mud). 

Then discuss why Piggy’s true name is never revealed. What is the significance of this? Is 

he less, or more, important because he is never called by his true name? What does it say 

about the others that they never use, or try to find out, his name?  

 Piggy. Consider the following pairs of names and nicknames: 

Miley Cyrus Destiny Hope Cyrus 

Bones Dr. Leonard McCoy 

Kingslayer Jaime Lannister (Game of Thrones) 

Magic Johnson Earvin Johnson, Jr. 

The People’s Princess Princess Diana 

 

What does each nickname suggest about the person? Do students think it’s important 

that we also know people’s real names? Why? 

You can then link this to Piggy’s nickname and the revelation that we never find out his 

true name in the novel.  
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Main activities 

 Piggy’s character. Use Resource 16 (Piggy’s character) to explore a range of quotations 

about Piggy, considering his development in Chapter 5 and his attempt to show some 

leadership and friendship toward Ralph. You could split your class into groups so that 

each group looks at just one quotation and how it represents Piggy’s character, before 

sharing feedback.  

 Piggy’s role. Use Resource 17 (Piggy’s role) to explore Piggy’s role in detail. Here, Piggy 

speaks up, allowing the reader to see deeper into his thought process and how Golding 

develops his character.  

Assessment activities 

 Headlines. Ask students to write three headlines for newspaper articles/reports to 

summarize the events of Chapter 5 from the perspectives of Ralph, Jack and Piggy, 

thinking about how they would want to be perceived by others. 

For example: 
 

Ralph: GROUP LEADER REASSERTS HIS AUTHORITY AT DECISIVE MEETING 

Jack: LEADER OF GROUP LOSES CONTROL TO MORE POWERFUL RIVAL 

Piggy: 
BRAVE GROUP MEMBER ATTEMPTS TO BRING ORDER TO GROUP 

MEETING IN FACE OF CHALLENGING CIRCUMSTANCES  

 

 The littluns. The littluns are controlled and somewhat side lined by the power struggle of 

the older boys in Chapter 5. What do you think their perspective of Piggy might be? You 

could do this as a class discussion, or ask students to describe Snapchats (images which 

appear for 10 seconds on the recipient’s phone). Different littluns might have different 

perspectives.  

For example: 

• a friendly-looking picture of Piggy with his arms around the littluns in support of 

them 

• chaos at the meeting with Piggy being overwhelmed by the others 

• Piggy in a position of control in the passage where he speaks to the group.
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Piggy’s character 

Look at the following quotations about Piggy. What does each one show about his 

character and about how it is changing? 

 

Think particularly about: 

 

 how Piggy was presented earlier in the novel 

 

 how Ralph treated him when he first met him in Chapter 1 

 

 how Ralph thinks of and treats Piggy now 
. 

Once more that evening Ralph had to adjust his values. Piggy could think. He could go step 

by step inside that fat head of his, only Piggy was no chief. But Piggy, for all his ludicrous 

body, had brains. Ralph was a specialist in thought now, and could recognise thought in 

another. 

 

Piggy came and stood outside the triangle. This indicated that he wished to listen, but 

would not speak; and Piggy intended it as a gesture of disapproval. 

 

Piggy tiptoed to the triangle, his ineffectual protest made, and joined the others. 

 

Piggy held out his hands for the conch but Ralph shook his head. His speech was planned, 

point by point. 
 

Extension questions 

 Why do you think Ralph doesn’t invite Piggy to lead with him if he recognizes how 

intelligent Piggy is? 

 

 Why do you think Piggy tries to protest, even though he is really on Ralph’s side? 

 

 Why do you think Ralph refuses to give Piggy the conch (apart from the fact that his 

speech was planned)? What might this action represent?
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Teacher answer sheet 

Possible discussion points: 

1. Ralph recognizes the positive qualities of Piggy’s personality but realizes the other boys 

would never respect him as a leader, mainly because of his appearance and relative lack 

of confidence. 

 

2. Piggy’s protest is silent because he doesn’t have the courage (yet) to speak up, and he 

may not want to challenge his friend, Ralph. 

 

3. Once his protest fails, Piggy joins the group to listen. This is because, although he may 

disagree, he wants to be part of the group – perhaps because he wasn’t at school. 

 

4. Piggy gains the confidence to ask to speak, but Ralph refuses him, perhaps because Ralph 

fears what will happen if he loses his thread and control of the group. Ralph ultimately 

takes responsibility for Piggy’s fate. 
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Piggy’s role 

Read from “Then Piggy held out his hand” to “perhaps we can show him how silly he is.” 

(pp.89-90) 

 

1. Why does Piggy admit that he agrees with some of what Jack has said, even though he is 

really on Ralph’s side? 

 

2. Why does Piggy remind the group that he has the conch when they interrupt his speech? 

 

3. Why does Piggy seek Ralph’s support when trying to quiet the group? And why does he 

only try to control the littluns at this point? 

 

Now read from “Piggy took the conch out of his hands” to “He wrested the conch from someone 

and sat down breathlessly.” (p.97) 

 

4. Why do you think Golding has deliberately placed Ralph between Jack and Piggy, 

particularly when Ralph recognizes that Piggy cannot be the leader?  

 

5. Why is it important for Ralph to get the conch now? Is he trying to protect Piggy – or 

himself? 
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Teacher answer sheet 

Possible discussion points could be: 

1. Piggy does not want to be seen as weak or inequitable by Jack. He also doesn’t want to 

get on the wrong side of him as he has seen what he is capable of. 

  

2. Piggy holds on to the conch as the symbol of order and civilization – it is his means to 

assert his right to speak. 

 

3. Piggy probably realizes that, on his own, he has little power. Ralph is the elected leader 

and Piggy is effectively his deputy. Piggy can control the littluns to a degree because they 

are more tractable and are not trying to assert their power – they are simply afraid. Piggy 

may say he doesn’t believe in ghosts to calm the littluns and to assert his opinion to the 

group. He is indignant because he feels he should be given the right to speak. 

 

4. Jack may be angry at Piggy because he sees his actions as a threat to his authority when 

Piggy probably sees them as an expression of his right to speak. Jack and Piggy fighting 

over the conch might represent this idea. 

 

5. The final two sentences place Ralph in a kind of danger – he risks his position to defend 

his friend Piggy when he is being bullied by Jack. Arguably, Ralph is also defending his 

position as leader – the one who intervenes when conflict boils over in the group.
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chapt er 6  

Chapter 6 

 

Lesson 10 – The beast 

Warm-up activities 

 Beast from water, beast from air. Write the word “beast” on the board and ask students 

what this could be. Tell them to note their ideas in a brainstorm. (So far in the text, it has 

been associated with monsters, snakes from the sea, a ghost, and Simon’s ominous words 

“maybe it’s only us.”) Next, ask students to add to their brainstorm, noting ideas about 

what kind of beast might come from water. Answers might include fish, squid, octopus, 

sharks, etc. Finally, get students to consider what kind of beast might come from the air. 

Answers might include birds of prey, monkeys, bats, spiders, flies, bees, ants. 

Take a vote on which is more threatening, “from the sea” or “from the air.” Why? Ask 

students why the idea of beasts creates tension. Some discussion points might include: 

• the plane crashing might heighten the threat from the air 

• the boys fear the unknown: unidentifiable animals on the island, lurking threats from 

the sea 

• the pervasive fear in the boys’ minds, creating and embellishing ideas of a beast and, 

therefore, increasing the tension in the novel 

 

 Krakens and dragons. Use Resource 18 (Krakens and dragons) to show students images 

of these mythical beasts. Ask them: why might they be seen as threatening?  

Why do they think the two chapters are similar in theme?  

Answers might include: A Kraken is threatening because it has a long reach, approaches 

from beneath, and is large and powerful compared to humans. A dragon is threatening 

because it is strong and powerful, equipped with fire and can approach from above. The 

Kraken and dragon might represent the “beastie” or the boys’ fear of the unknown / of 

the island interior / of what might come from the sea. The threats are all around the boys. 

They cannot escape their fear, and though the root of their fear may not be tangible, it is 

still powerful. 
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Main activities 

 Growing tension.  Read the opening of Chapter 6 together, and use Resource 19 

(Diamond nine) to rank what contributes to the build-up of tension. The ranking itself is 

less important than the debate: how students engage with the detail and discuss and 

debate how Golding creates and builds tension. In the extension activity, you could 

explore the wider context of the war outside the novel, and how this connects with the 

boys’ conflict on the island.  

 

 Verbs and adjectives. Use Resource 20 (Verbs and adjectives) to analyze the language of 

the moment when Sam and Eric find the dead parachutist, looking at the patterns of 

verbs and adjectives, and how they create a growing sense of tension. 

 

Answers: 

 

• Verbs: mastering, curling, exploding, scrambled, sighed, roared, screamed 

 

• Adjectives: wide, terrible, motionless, unwinking, flailing, inconstant 

 

Assessment activities 

 Mini debate. Stage a short debate about the question, “Is there really a beast on the 

island?” If so, what is it? If not, why do the boys think there is? You could split the class 

into two halves and ask for representatives on each side of the debate to explain their 

thinking.  

 

 Play Taboo.  Put students into pairs to describe the words to their partner without saying 

the “taboo” words, using the taboo cards in Resource 21 (Chapter 6 Taboo). 
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Krakens and dragons 
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Diamond Nine 

Here are some quotations from Chapter 6 that describe the “beast from air,” a parachutist 

falling from the sky. Working in pairs, cut them out and rank them in a diamond to show how 

tense each quotation would make the reader feel in your opinion – most tense at the top, least 

tense at the bottom. 

Now compare your ranking with another pair: 

 Which are your most and least tense quotations? 

 

 Where are the differences in your ranking? Why? Discuss your reasons for placing the 

statements where you have. Can you persuade the other pair that your ranking is the 

most justifiable? 

 

Some points you might discuss: 

 the imagery or description used 

 

 the sense of isolation it creates 

 

 the movement of the figure 

 

 the mystery surrounding the figure 

 

 repetition of words or phrases 

Be prepared to share your ideas with the class. 

Extension task 

Consider this quotation. Where would it be placed if you included it on your diamond?  

 

“There was a sudden bright explosion and a corkscrew trail across the sky… 

 

What is the relevance of this quotation to the theme of conflict in the novel? 
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A sliver of moon rose 

over the horizon.  

But a sign came down 

from the world of 

grown-ups, though at 

the time there was no 

child awake to read it. 

There was a speck 

above the island, a 

figure dropping swiftly 

beneath a parachute, a 

figure that hung with 

dangling limbs. 

The changing winds of 

various altitudes took 

the figure where they 

would. 

The figure fell and 

crumpled among the 

blue flowers of the 

mountain-side, but 

now there was a gentle 

breeze at this height 

too and the parachute 

flopped and banged 

and pulled. 

So the figure, with feet 

that dragged behind it, 

slid up the mountain. 

Here the breeze was 

fitful and allowed the 

strings of the 

parachute to tangle 

and festoon; and the 

figure sat, its helmeted 

head between its 

knees, held by a 

complication of lines. 

When the breeze blew, 

the lines would strain 

taut and some 

accident of this pull 

lifted the head and 

chest upright so that 

the figure seemed to 

peer across the brow 

of the mountain. 

So as the stars moved 

across the sky, the 

figure sat on the 

mountain-top and 

bowed and sank and 

bowed again.  
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Verbs and adjectives 

Read from “Just there was the big rock, and the three stones there, that split rock” to “Then as 

though they had but one terrified mind between them they scrambled away over the rocks and 

fled.” (pp.106–107)  

 

Task one 

Sort the following words from the passage into two columns: verbs and adjectives (based on 

their use in the text). 

 

Verbs Adjectives 

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

mastering Curling exploding 

wide Terrible scrambled 

motionless Unwinking sighed 

roared Screamed flailing 

 inconstant   
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Task two 

Now choose your top three from each list. Explain how each verb or adjective creates a sense of 

tension in the passage. 

 

For example: 

 

The adjective “peaked,” which describes the boys’ mouths, creates a sense of tension by 

emphasizing how pale and unhealthy their mouths become – as if they are holding their breath, 

waiting for something terrible to happen. 

 

1.  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

2.  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

3.  .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .......................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Extension task 

Now explain how Golding creates tension in the whole scene where Sam and Eric find the 

parachutist. Comment on specific words and Golding’s use of language. 
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Chapter 6 Taboo 
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Lesson 11 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 76 
 

Chapt er 7 

Chapter 7 

 

Lesson 11 – Leadership 

Warm-up activities 

 Question time. Ask students a series of questions. They have to answer both yes and no – 

with reasons to justify both points of view. You could let students discuss in pairs first, or do 

this as a class activity. The questions are:  

• Is Simon important in the novel so far? 

• Is Simon the weakest character in the novel? 

• Does Simon have any leadership qualities?   

 

Some possible answers: 

 

• Yes, because he sometimes tempers others’ extreme behaviors and takes care of the 

vulnerable. No, because he hasn’t taken charge or done anything that is considered 

important or significant by the other boys. 

• Yes, because he faints at the start and Ralph and Jack take charge. No, because there 

are different kinds of weaknesses. He may be taking his time before making decisions 

on his own about what’s best to do, a feature of a strong decision maker. 

• Yes, because he is taking his time and can affect how others behave. No, because he is 

often in the background and is quieter than the other older boys. 

 

 Leadership. Display a list of leaders on the whiteboard. For example, Barack Obama, 

Martin Luther King, Steve Jobs, Mother Teresa, John F. Kennedy, Gandhi, Bill Gates, 

Richard Branson, Malala Yousafzai, Susan B. Anthony, Aung San Suu Kyi, Greta 

Thunberg, Michelle Obama, Kim Kardashian. Ask students to choose a leader and then 

talk about them with a partner, with some question prompts: 

 

How could they be described as leaders? Are they good or bad leaders – or something in 

between? Are they someone you would want to be led by?  
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Main activities 

 What is a good leader? Students think about the qualities of a good leader and mind map 

these qualities. For each quality, they could add why it is an advantage and also mention 

any pitfalls that could occur along the way. For example, if a good leader has a vision and 

doesn’t sway from it, the vision might not be accepted by the leader’s followers and/or 

could turn out to be misguided. Discuss their choices. They could include: strength, 

vision, confidence, teamwork, fairness/justice, the ability to listen, decisiveness, making 

(difficult) decisions, uniting the group, self-control, wealth, sense of responsibility, 

aspiration. Ask students to choose the most important three qualities for a leader. 

 

Read the first part of Chapter 7 up to p.129, “Before Ralph had time to reply, he smiled 

quickly, turned and climbed into the forest.” Ask students to what extent they could 

argue that Simon is a leader and whether he presents any unconventional leadership 

qualities. Here it is relevant to explore his moral guidance and the martyrdom of walking 

through the forest – you could explore parallels with Christ.  

 

 Close reading. Use Resource 22 (Simon’s leadership) to examine Simon’s leadership 

qualities in Chapter 7. Each interpretation can be justified with close textual analysis.  

Assessment activities 

 What’s the question? Give students a selection of answers and get them to figure out the 

questions. Here are some examples for the chapter so far:  

• The forest (Where are the characters afraid to go?) 

• The sea (What does Ralph stare at?) 

• Ralph (Who does Simon offer to help? Who does Simon reassure? Who calls Simon 

“batty”?) 

• Ralph’s ear (What does Simon speak into?) 

• “You’ll get back all right.” (What does Simon say to Ralph to reassure him?) 

• Piggy (Who do the boys have to tell that they’ll be back after dark?) 

• Simon (Who volunteers to tell Piggy? Who helps Ralph?) 

• “Got a ship in your pocket?” (Ralph says what to Simon?)  

 Hierarchy of leadership. Given what students have learned this lesson, how would they 

rank Ralph, Jack, Piggy and Simon in terms of their leadership abilities, and why?  
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Simon’s leadership 

Read pp.121-122 from “Wave after wave” to “And then they suddenly smiled at each other.”  

Work out which of the three interpretations you think is most valid for each quotation and 

explain why. 

 

“Simon was speaking almost in his ear.” 

 

1. Simon wants to make sure Ralph hears what he says. 

 

2. Simon gets close to Ralph to reassure him. 

 

3. Simon thinks that Ralph won’t be able to hear him because Ralph is distracted. 

  ................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ................................................................................................................................................................................  

‘‘You’ll get back to where you came from.’’ 

 

1.  Simon doesn’t think that he himself will get back home. 

 

2.  Simon wants to reassure Ralph that he will get home. 

 

3. Simon is telling Ralph that he will be able to get back to who he used to be. 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

“Simon nodded as he spoke.” 

 

1. Simon is confident in what he says. 

 

2. Simon nods to reassure Ralph. 

 

3. Simon is trying to convince Ralph that he is right. 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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“Some of the strain had gone from Ralph’s body.” 

 

1. Simon has helped to calm Ralph. 

 

2. Ralph has calmed himself by talking to Simon. 

 

3. Simon still needs to help Ralph calm down. 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

“Simon shook his head violently till the coarse black hair flew backwards and forwards across 

his face. 

‘No, I’m not. I just think you’ll get back all right.’ 

For a moment nothing more was said. And then they suddenly smiled at each other.” 

 

1. Simon repeats himself because he doesn’t know what else to say to reassure Ralph. 

 

2. Simon leads Ralph this time, instead of being led by him, because Ralph needs 

reassurance. 

 

3. Simon is Ralph’s true friend, as well as a kind of leader. 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

Using your answers above, summarize why you think Simon takes control in this passage.  

 

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Chapt er 7 

Chapter 7 

 

Lesson 12 – The rise of savagery 

Warm-up activities 

 The changing mood on the island. Display the following phrases from the book: 

• “palm trees” 

• “the darkness of the forest proper”  

• “the open space of the scar” 

 

Discuss the connotations of these phrases taken from Chapter 1. The first has 

stereotypically positive connotations. The second has more negative connotations. The 

first could be seen as symbolizing the idyllic life of the boys before they crashed on the 

island (how they would have seen the island); the second, the hidden depths. In the third, 

they could associate the open space with freedom and the scar with wounds healing over. 

 

Discuss with students why Golding blended both the positive and negative aspects of the 

island at the start of the novel. How does this link with the plot so far and the darkening 

mood on the island – and also with Chapter 7’s title, “Shadows and Tall Trees”?  

 

 Roger. Resource 23 (Roger) includes two quotations about Roger taken from Chapter 1. 

Students work in pairs to annotate a quotation each. They discuss the first impressions 

they had of Roger’s character as well as how he has changed.  

Main activities 

 Contrasts between home and the island. Use Resource 24 (Home versus the island) to 

compare and contrast Ralph’s life at home and his life on the island. This could lead to 

broader thematic discussions about civilization versus anarchy and the rise of savagery. 

You could ask students to cut out and stick in the quotations provided or write in a 

selection of them by hand. They might find alternatives they prefer. If your students are 

capable of finding points of comparison on their own, then consider having them 

complete this without the resource. A teacher answer sheet is included. 
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 Robert and Roger. Using Resource 25 (Robert and Roger) to explore the theme of the 

rise of savagery, conduct a close study of the two characters in the passage where Robert 

acts as the pig (pp.125–126). For this task, you could split the class into pairs – with one 

student studying Robert and the other studying Roger. Pairs regroup as fours to compare 

the two characters before sharing ideas together as a class.  

 

Assessment activities 

 Statement of learning.  Put the five statements below on the board. Get students to 

choose which three best reflect what they’ve learned and explain their reasons why. 

1. It is Ralph’s fault that there is an increase in violence on the island. 

2. Jack is the main cause of the savagery on the island. 

3. Without the older boys, the younger boys would not have been so violent. 

4. The boys have to be savage to survive on the island. 

5. If the boys had stayed at home, they would not have matured as quickly as they do on 

the island. 

 

 Play Balloon Pop/Hangman.  Play directly on your whiteboard to study key terms and 

vocabulary words that have been studied in the lesson. 

 

Possible words: 

• savagery 

• Roger 

• Robert 

• furtive 

• contrast 

• order 

• chaos 

• anarchy 

• civilization 
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Roger 

Working in pairs, you should choose one quotation each. Make notes around the quotations 

about our first impression of Roger, using the prompt questions to help you.  

 

Quotation 1 

 

There was a slight, furtive boy whom no one knew, who kept to himself with an inner 

intensity of avoidance and secrecy. He muttered that his name was Roger and was silent 

again. 

 

 What do the adjectives “slight” and “furtive” suggest about Roger? 

 

 Why might “no one” know Roger? What does this show about his character? 

 

 Why would he be “silent” after muttering his name? 

 

Quotation 2 

 

The dark boy, Roger, stirred at last and spoke up. 

“Let’s have a vote.” 

 

 Why might Golding have decided to describe Roger as “dark” [haired]? 

 

 Why might Golding have decided to make Roger use the imperative, “Let’s have a vote” 

to decide who’s leader? What does it show about his character? 

 

Discuss 

How has Roger changed since Chapter 1? To what extent is he responsible for the rise of 

savagery on the island? 
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Home versus the island 

Read pp.122–124 from “Ralph leaned against a tree and at once the daydreams came” to “Ralph 

was full of fright and apprehension and pride.” 

 

Complete the table below with quotations that show the contrasts between Golding’s 

descriptions of Ralph’s home and the island. You could use the list of quotations below to help 

you, or cut these out and stick them in the appropriate place on the table. 

 

Comparison 
Quotation about 

Ralph’s home 

Quotation about life 

on the island 

Ralph’s life at home was peaceful 

(because “moors” are isolated and 

quiet) and set in idyllic 

countryside. In contrast, the 

“bushes” on the island sound 

dangerous (“crashed”). They are 

loud and there is a sense of 

disorder. 

  

At home, Ralph had his parents, 

who represented order and 

safety. On the island, the boys run 

free and are at times terrified. 

  

At home, wild scary animals were 

avoidable and part of fiction. On 

the island, there is no escape from 

real threats. 

  

Golding uses a pattern of three to 

emphasize the safety and warmth 

of Ralph’s home-life, and he uses 

the same technique to show 

Ralph’s feelings about the 

worsening situation on the island. 
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Quotations you could use 

 

“they had lived in a 

cottage on the edge of 

the moors” 

“Then there was a 

creature bounding 

along the pig track 

toward [Ralph], with 

tusks gleaming and an 

intimidating grunt.” 

“Ralph was full of 

fright and 

apprehension and 

pride.” 

“there was the one 

about the magician 

which you read with a 

kind of tied-down 

terror, skipping page 

twenty-seven with the 

awful picture of the 

spider” 

“Everything was all 

right; everything was 

good-humoured and 

friendly.” 

“Boys flung 

themselves wildly 

from the pig track and 

scrabbled in the 

creepers, screaming.”  

“Mummy had still been 

with them and Daddy 

had come home every 

day.” 

“The bushes crashed 

ahead of them.” 
 

 

Extension task 

Can you think of the ways in which this section of the novel links with Golding’s key themes of 

civilization versus anarchy and order versus chaos?  
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Teacher answer sheet 

 

Comparison 
Quotation about 

Ralph’s home 

Quotation about life 

on the island 

Ralph’s life at home was peaceful 

(because “moors” are isolated and 

quiet) and set in idyllic 

countryside. In contrast, the 

“bushes” on the island sound 

dangerous (“crashed”). They are 

loud and there is a sense of 

disorder. 

“they had lived in a 

cottage on the edge of 

the moors” 

“The bushes crashed 

ahead of them.” 

At home, Ralph had his parents, 

who represented order and 

safety. On the island, the boys run 

free and are at times terrified. 

“Mummy had still 

been with them and 

Daddy had come 

home every day.” 

“Boys flung 

themselves wildly 

from the pig track and 

scrabbled in the 

creepers, screaming.” 

At home, wild and scary animals 

were avoidable and part of fiction. 

On the island, there is no escape 

from real threats. 

“there was the one 

about the magician 

which you read with a 

kind of tied-down 

terror, skipping page 

twenty-seven with the 

awful picture of the 

spider” 

“Then there was a 

creature bounding 

along the pig track 

toward [Ralph], with 

tusks gleaming and an 

intimidating grunt.” 

Golding uses a pattern of three to 

emphasize the safety and warmth 

of Ralph’s home-life, and he uses 

the same technique to show 

Ralph’s feelings about the 

worsening situation on the island. 

“Everything was all 

right; everything was 

good-humoured and 

friendly.” 

“Ralph was full of 

fright and 

apprehension and 

pride.” 

 



Resource 25 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 86 
 

Robert and Roger 

Robert and Roger are used by Golding to explore the loss of childhood innocence and the rise of 

savagery on the island. Jack is the leader of the hunters, and in this passage younger boys are 

drawn into the hunt. 

 

Read the description of the pig hunt in Chapter 7 (from “I hit him, said Ralph indignantly” to “and 

everybody laughed,” pp. 125–126), and then answer the questions that follow. 

 

Robert 

 

Why does Robert “snarl” and pretend to be a pig by doing “mock rushes”? 

 

• What does it suggest about Robert’s character? 

• Why do you think Golding contrasts “mock” with “terror” and then follows it with the 

phrase “real pain”? What is funny and/or terrifying about Robert’s squeals? 

• The boys chant, “Kill him!” at Robert. Do they really want to kill him? 

• Why do you think Robert ends up “screaming and struggling”? 

• Why do you think Golding makes Robert sound like a pig being hunted and killed? 

• Do you think Robert is really “frightened”? 

 

Roger 

 

• Why do you think Roger is “fighting to get close” to Robert when the boys are chanting 

at him? 

• Do you think Roger looks up to Jack? What does this show about how his character has 

changed since Chapter 1? 

• Why do you think Roger says, “You want a pig … like a real hunt.”? What does this show 

about his character now? 

• And why do you think Robert agrees with Roger, saying “You want a real pig… because 

you’ve got to kill him,” when Robert was the one being hunted like a pig? 
 

Extension questions 

Were the events of this passage really a “game”? 

Why might a reader find Jack’s final comment disturbing?
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Chapt er 8 

Chapter 8 

 

Lesson 13 – Fear 

Warm-up activities 

 Fear in the box. Ask students to individually write down a personal fear onto a small 

scrap of paper. Gather these together in a box. Get a few students to randomly select 

fears from the box and to read them aloud. Ask students to consider whether they share 

any of these fears (they might have written these, of course). Discuss as a class whether 

there are any similarities or differences between the selected fears. Why? Are fears 

individual, collective – or both?  

 Play a human sequencing game. Put students into groups of five. Give each student a 

statement relating to “fear” and ask them to line up in a continuum, in order of how 

strongly they agree or disagree with the statement. The statements are on Resource 26 

(Statements about fear). 

Main activities 

 Fear.  Use Resource 27 (Fear) to explore the opening of Chapter 8 and how Golding 

establishes a sense of fear as the mood of the novel grows darker. There is a hint sheet 

with this resource for students who may require more help.  

 The beast. One of the boys’ main fears is the beast. Read together from “Ralph thrust the 

conch into Jack’s arms” on p.138 to “Yes. The beast is a hunter.”  

Using Resource 28 (The beast), split your class into six groups and ask each group to give 

feedback on one of the six questions each. Some suggested responses are given on the 

teacher answer sheet. 
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Assessment activities 

 Play Pictionary! Get students into pairs. One draws something that’s been studied, e.g. a 

character or a theme, and the other one guesses what it is. They then swap. Appropriate 

words include:  

• beast 

 

• fear 

 

• tension 

 

• hunter 

 

• Jack 

 

• Piggy 

 

• Ralph 

 

• Simon 

 Focus on key words.  Set a short time limit and ask students to write as many words as 

possible that relate to fear and the beast.  
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Statements about fear 

Fear is a universal experience – the same experience for 

everyone. 

Everyone is scared by the same things. 

Fear is a physical response. 

Fear is an emotional response. 

Fear is learned, not instinctive. 
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Fear 

How does Golding create a sense of the boys’ fear at the start of Chapter 8? 

Read from the start of the chapter up to “So we can’t have a signal fire… We’re beaten.” 

Answer the questions below. 

 

Questions 

 

1. Why do you think Piggy looks “miserably” at the mountain? What might he be 

thinking about? 

 

2. Why do you think Ralph emphasizes that they “saw” what they thought was the 

beast? 

 

3. Why do you think Ralph answers Piggy’s question (“D’you think we’re safe down 

here?”) with a question (“How the hell should I know?”)?  

 

4. Why do you think Piggy says “No fear” (meaning “No way! I’m not doing that!”) 

when Jack tells Piggy to go up and see?  

 

5. Why does Ralph say the beast “had teeth… and big black eyes” when it didn’t?  

 

6. Is Ralph losing his ability to be leader when he says, “I don’t know.”?  

 

7. Why does Golding describe the boys running away from the parachutist as a “panic 

flight”?  

 

8. Why does Ralph twist his hands “unconsciously”?  

 

Extension task 

Why do you think Golding opens Chapter 8 with a sense of fear? How does this contrast 

with the reassurance Simon gave Ralph in Chapter 7, and why? Why might Golding have 

changed the mood at this point? Is it anything to do with who wants to be leader, or with 

conflict between the boys? 

 

 



Resource 27 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 91 
 

Hint sheet 

1. Think about what has happened up the mountain before. 

 

2. Think about the fact that Piggy wasn’t there when they saw the parachutist. 

 

3. Think about why Ralph may not have an answer to Piggy’s question. 

 

4. Think about Jack’s earlier attitude toward Piggy. 

 

5. Think about fear and the tricks it can play on you. 

 

6. Think about whether he really doesn’t know, is hiding something, or is delaying. 

 

7. Look at the meaning of “panic” and “flight” (running away quickly) and then look at 

the effect of combining them. 

 

8. Think about fear and the different ways it can affect you. 



Resource 28 

 Copyright 2022 Sandbox Learning. All rights reserved. Lord of the Flies | 92 
 

The beast 

Jack says they have “seen the beast.” What is a beast? Is the beast what Jack thinks it is? Is 

it real? 

When Jack says “The beast sat up and looked at us,” how do you think the assembled boys 

feel?  

Why do you think Jack says “don’t know” more than once?  

The beast is said to come out of the “sea,” out of the “dark” and out of the “trees.” Where 

do you think the beast comes from?  

What do you think this beast is waiting for?  

What is the specific impact of the word “hunting” for what the beast is doing? 
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Teacher answer sheet 

1. Jack says they have “seen the beast.” What is a beast? Is the beast what Jack thinks it is? 

Is it real?  

Creature, animal, threat. Jack thinks it’s a monster when it’s a dead man. The beast is real 

in this manifestation. But maybe it’s more of an idea than a physical object. 

2. When Jack says “The beast sat up and looked at us,” how do you think the assembled 

boys feel?  

Terrified, horrified, upset, worried, scared: the beast apparently now knows the boys are 

there, and might come and attack them. 

3. Why do you think Jack says “don’t know” more than once?  

He has no idea what to do or what the true nature of the beast is. 

4. The beast is said to come out of the “sea,” out of the “dark” and out of the “trees.” Where 

do you think the beast comes from?  

Any of these is possible, but if you follow the concept that the beast is an idea, then the 

answer is all or none of these places. Perhaps the beast is the boys’ fear – and what it 

makes them do. 

5. What do you think this beast is waiting for? 

A physical beast might attack, but a conceptual one might attack from inside the boys’ 

heads. 

6. What is the specific impact of the word “hunting” for what the beast is doing?  

The boys no longer have control: they are not the hunters, but the hunted. They are 

under threat and danger is closing in on them. 
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Chapt er 8 

Chapter 8 

 

Lesson 14 – Symbolism 

Warm-up activities 

 Symbols jar. In pairs, students draw or list symbols for good and evil, each one on a slip of 

paper. Good images might include: an angel, a god, or another religious figure. Evil images 

might include: the Devil, an “evil” creature such as a dragon, or another religious figure. 

Ask students to put their slips of paper into a jar. 

Draw however many images you like from the jar. Get the class to vote on whether it is 

an image of good or evil, and why that is the case.  

 Lord of the Flies. In pairs, students share what comes to mind when they hear the words 

“Satan” and/or “Beelzebub,” and then share with the whole class.  

Now provide the extra information that “Beelzebub” is often seen as an ally of the Devil 

(“Satan”), or indeed as a synonym for the Devil himself; he is presented as an enemy of 

God in the Christian Bible (New Testament). The name Beelzebub can be translated as 

“Lord of the Flies.” How does this extra information affect their interpretation of the 

words? 

Finally, in the Christian Bible, the Devil is often presented as trying to get into Jesus’s 

thoughts to tempt him toward evil. Do the students think evil can get into someone’s 

mind? If so, how could this affect the way you act, or see the world?  

Main activities 

 Symbolism. Use Resource 29 (Symbolism) to explore the meanings and effects of the 

symbols in two passages concerning Simon and his visions of the Lord of the Flies in 

Chapter 8.  

Answers could be: 

• The creepers: Simon being in danger, entangled in his own thoughts. 

• The sunlight: Heat and pressure, intensity, power, building tension, the power of 

nature. 

• The pig’s head: The beast and the boys’ fear of it, the power of fear, the battle 

between good and evil. 

• The flies: The evil of the Devil, fear and intimidation, intensity, power and darkness.  
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 The ending of Chapter 8. Read from “You are a silly little boy” (p.157) to the end of 

Chapter 8 together. Tell the class you are going to focus on symbols in this passage, as 

Simon experiences visions when he sits with the pig’s head on the stick (which becomes 

the “Lord of the Flies”). 

Ask students to work in pairs to make a list of the characters and what they might 

represent.  

Some ideas to get them started, in case this is a challenge: 

• Ralph (leadership) 

• Piggy (intelligence) 

• Jack (aggression) 

• flies (evil) 

• beast (fear) 

• the others (community) 

• child (lack of power) 

Once they have completed this activity, ask students to compare their notes with 

another pair. Have they got similar or different ideas? Why? Why do they think Golding 

chooses Simon to have these visions of an evil being? You may wish to introduce the New 

Testament story of Jesus in the wilderness, being tempted by the Devil’s visions. This 

video may be useful to illustrate the biblical parallels: 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=afzoWMTkKHY  

What connections can they make between this story and the text so far? Prompt more 

capable students to consider why Golding makes these connections and what message is 

being conveyed about good and evil.  

Assessment activities 

 Good and evil: characters. Get students to rank the main characters Ralph, Jack, Piggy 

and Simon along the spectrum of good and evil. This can lead to interesting discussions 

about the nature of good and evil, and how they are relative and absolutes. None of these 

characters is intended to be wholly good or wholly evil, and students should consider 

how Golding presents their attributes and flaws.  
 

 Symbols jar. If you did the symbols jar warm-up activity, take any remaining symbols and 

distribute among the class. Do these symbols now mean anything else to them in light of 

their work in this lesson? Would they add any more symbols to the jar, or take any away? 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afzoWMTkKHY
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Symbolism 

Symbols represent something else, often an idea or significant theme in a text. Read the passages 

below. In the first passage, Simon sits alone. In the second one, Simon comes across the pig’s head 

on a stick and starts to hallucinate that the head – the Lord of the Flies – is speaking to him. 

 

Simon had passed through the area of fruit trees but today the littluns had been too busy with the fire 

on the beach and they had not pursued him there. He went on among the creepers until he reached 

the great mat that was woven by the open space and crawled inside. Beyond the screen of leaves the 

sunlight pelted down and the butterflies danced in the middle their unending dance. He knelt down 

and the arrow of the sun fell on him. That other time the air had seemed to vibrate with heat; but now 

it threatened. Soon the sweat was running from his long coarse hair. He shifted restlessly but there 

was no avoiding the sun. Presently he was thirsty, and then very thirsty. He continued to sit. 

… 

Simon stayed where he was, a small brown image, concealed by the leaves. Even if he shut his eyes 

the sow’s head still remained like an after-image. The half-shut eyes were dim with the infinite 

cynicism of adult life. They assured Simon that everything was a bad business. 

‘I know that.’ 

Simon discovered that he had spoken aloud. He opened his eyes quickly and there was the head 

grinning amusedly in the strange daylight, ignoring the flies, the spilled guts, even ignoring the 

indignity of being spiked on a stick. 

He looked away, licking his dry lips. 

A gift for the beast. Might not the beast come for it? The head, he thought, appeared to agree with 

him. Run away, said the head silently, go back to the others. It was a joke really—why should you 

bother? You were just wrong, that’s all. A little headache, something you ate, perhaps. 

Go back, child, said the head silently. Simon looked up, feeling the weight of his wet hair, and gazed at 

the sky. Up there, for once, were clouds, great bulging towers that sprouted away over the island, 

grey and cream and copper-coloured. The clouds were sitting on the land; they squeezed, produced 

moment by moment this close, tormenting heat. Even the butterflies deserted the open space where 

the obscene thing grinned and dripped. Simon lowered his head, carefully keeping his eyes shut, then 

sheltered them with his hand. There were no shadows under the trees but everywhere a pearly 

stillness, so that what was real seemed illusive and without definition. The pile of guts was a black 

blob of flies that buzzed like a saw. After a while these flies found Simon. Gorged, they alighted by his 

runnels of sweat and drank. They tickled under his nostrils and played leapfrog on his thighs. They 

were black and iridescent green and without number; and in front of Simon, the Lord of the Flies hung 

on his stick and grinned. At last Simon gave up and looked back; saw the white teeth and dim eyes, 

the blood—and his gaze was held by that ancient, inescapable recognition. In Simon’s right temple, a 

pulse began to beat on the brain. 
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Task one 

Find the following images and highlight these in the text. What might each image symbolize? 

The creepers:  .................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

The sunlight:  ..................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

The pig’s head: ...............................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

The flies:  ..........................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

The butterflies, “desert[ing] the open space”:  .................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

Task two 

Find other words or descriptions that you think could symbolize important ideas or themes. 

Think about some of the key themes in the novel, such as conflict, good versus evil, and power. 

 

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  

  ..............................................................................................................................................................................................  
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Chapt er 9 

Chapter 9 

 

Lesson 15 – Outsiders 

Warm-up activities 

 Circles of friendship.  Ask students to write their name in the center of a circle. They are 

at the center of their friendship and family groups. 
 

Then ask them to add the names of the people they would put into their closest circle of 

friends and family. Next, ask them to do a second circle of their wider friendship group: 

they feel close but a bit less connected to these people. Finally, a third circle can be 

drawn outside these two (of acquaintances and distant family members). 
 

Now ask them to consider the notion of outsiders. Who is outside all of these circles? 

Would they consider them “outsiders”? In what way? How would they treat an outsider? 

And have they ever been treated as an outsider – not bullied, but not welcomed into a 

social group? Is it good to break away from the crowd, or can it sometimes be 

empowering to join in? Is it isolating to feel different from others, or could you potentially 

teach them something? This could lead into a discussion of Simon’s position in the group 

as a type of outsider (with possible comparisons with Piggy).  

Main activities 

 Close reading. This is most suitable for higher ability students. Read from the start of 

Chapter 9 up to “he mouthed words that did not reach the air,” and ask students to 

prepare an extended answer to the following question: 
 

How does this extract help create the idea that Simon is an outsider? 
 

Write about:  

• how the setting is presented as strange and unusual, just as Simon is, compared to the 

other boys 

• how the flies ignore Simon, like he’s different than other people 

• how Simon is lying in the mat of creepers, away from the other boys  
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 Quotation analysis. This would be suitable for lower ability students. Using Resource 30 

(Quotation analysis), students consider how Simon is presented as an outsider in the 

opening of Chapter 9, looking at several alternative interpretations. 

Assessment activities 

 Opinions. Give students these three options to summarize what they have learned this 

lesson. Can they provide evidence for each option?  

 

1. It is difficult being an outsider. (Simon’s isolation and mystification to the other boys.) 

 

2. People can be cruel to outsiders. (Simon’s treatment could be usefully compared 

with that of Piggy.) 

 

3. Outsiders are always isolated. (Simon is part of the choir and is listened to by Ralph, 

but also becomes increasingly isolated after he faints in Chapter 1 and spends more 

and more time alone.) 

 

 Other outsiders.  Ask students how other characters in the novel could be considered 

outsiders. Get small groups of students to present a pitch to the rest of the class to argue 

that a different character in the novel could be considered an outsider. Some suggested 

discussion points are shown below: 

Jack: Leader of the choir, a group of boys “different than those originally introduced, and 

marked out as different by their uniform. An outsider who works his way into a position 

of power.”  

Piggy: An outsider who is marked out by being overweight and by wearing glasses. An 

outsider who is always on the periphery of the group, but who is valuable – mainly 

because the others can use his glasses to start a fire, but also because he helps Ralph. 

Simon: An outsider who is “different” (he faints in Chapter 1), but whose insight, 

calmness and kind nature show him to be a valuable friend. 

Ralph: An outsider who is initially the leader of the group. Although the first boy to be 

introduced, he is gradually forced out toward the edge of the original group as he vies for 

power with Jack. 

Discuss together how Golding might have presented more, less-obvious kinds of 

outsiders in the novel. How might this reflect our society as a whole?
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Quotation analysis 

Task one 

 Read the quotations below and consider how Simon is presented as an outsider. 

 

 Decide which of the three options is the best interpretation for each quotation and 

explain why. 

 

1. “Even when the vessel broke in Simon’s nose and the blood gushed out they left him 

alone, preferring the pig’s high flavour.” 

 

a. Even the flies avoid Simon, because they can tell he is an outsider. 

 

b. Flies are normally attracted to blood, so it is strange when they all choose the dead 

pig over Simon. 

 

c. It is sinister when the flies choose to settle on the pig, rather than Simon. 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

2. “He walked drearily between the trunks, his face empty of expression, and the blood was 

dry round his mouth and chin.” 

 

a. Simon has lost his sense of purpose at this point, unlike the other boys, who are 

hunting. 

 

b. Simon has been alone for some time – that is why the blood is dry. 

 

c. Simon is an outsider because he is alone and his face is “empty of expression.” 

 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................ 
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3. “The usual brightness was gone from his eyes and he walked with a sort of glum 

determination like an old man.” 

a. Simon is presented as an outsider here because he is “like an old man,” unlike his 

young friends. 

b. Simon is presented as an outsider here because he is “glum” and serious, like an old 

man. 

c. Simon is presented as an outsider here because the “usual brightness was gone from 

his eyes,” and young boys are usually bright and full of energy. 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 

4. “The beast was harmless and horrible; and the news must reach the others as soon 

as possible.” 

a. Simon is an outsider because he is the only one to understand what the beast is. 

b. Simon is an outsider because he is the only one to comprehend the true nature of the 

beast. 

c. Simon is an outsider because he is the only one to see that the beast might be 

“horrible” but is also “harmless.” 

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ................................................................................................................................................................................  
 

Task two 

Look in the text for another example that demonstrates how Simon is presented as an outsider, 

and explain how it shows this. 

 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 ....................................................................................................................................................................................................  

 .................................................................................................................................................................................................... 
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Teacher answer sheet 

Any of the interpretations could be valid. There are some suggested explanations for each 

below. 

 

1. “Even when the vessel broke in Simon’s nose and the blood gushed out they left him 

alone, preferring the pig’s high flavour.” 

 

a. Even the flies avoid Simon, because they can tell he is an outsider. If this is the case, 

then the fact that the wildlife on the island perceives Simon as an outsider makes it 

seem as if the whole island is against him, and has marked him out for death. 

 

b. Flies are normally attracted to blood, so it is strange when they all choose the dead 

pig over Simon. This creates a sense of unease in the reader which continues 

throughout the rest of the chapter, along with a rising sense of dread. 

 

c. It is sinister when the flies choose to settle on the pig, rather than Simon. It is like 

Simon is marked for death, since the pig is the more obvious source of 

meat/nourishment. 

 

 

2. “He walked drearily between the trunks, his face empty of expression, and the blood was 

dry round his mouth and chin.” 

 

a. Simon has lost his sense of purpose at this point, unlike the other boys, who are 

hunting. A loss of purpose is associated with a loss of identity. He has always seemed 

to know what to say and do before, so his change in character is a sign of bad things to 

come. 

 

b. Simon has been alone for some time – that is why the blood is dry. This emphasizes his 

complete isolation and vulnerability to the evil forces at work on the island. 

 

c. Simon is an outsider because he is alone and his face is “empty of expression.” His 

empty expression is troubling and sinister, suggesting he is almost like a zombie, 

allowing the evil spirit of the Lord of the Flies to enter his mind. 
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3.  “The usual brightness was gone from his eyes and he walked with a sort of glum 

determination like an old man.” 

 

a. Simon is presented an outsider here because he is “like an old man,” unlike his young 

friends. He is shown as different in demeanour from the other boys, like Piggy, who is 

old and wise before his time too. 

 

b. Simon is presented as an outsider here because he is “glum” and serious, like an old 

man. Simon is arguably old before his time, as if he is reaching the end of his time on 

the island, and his life – a foreshadowing of events to come later in the novel. 

 

c. Simon is presented as an outsider here because the “usual brightness was gone from 

his eyes” and young boys are usually bright and full of energy. Simon is in such 

contrast to a typical young boy, full of energy and drive, as if the island is sapping his 

energy. 

 

 

4. “The beast was harmless and horrible; and the news must reach the others as soon 

as possible.” 

 

a. Simon is an outsider because he is the only one to understand what the beast is. 

Knowledge can be dangerous and it may remind the reader of the story of Jesus who 

was tempted by the Devil, who disguised himself in the New Testament. 

 

b. Simon is an outsider because he is the only one to comprehend the true nature of the 

beast. Only Simon has seen what the beast is capable of: its manipulation and 

darkness, and the way it can burrow into your brain and change your perception of 

reality. 

 

c. Simon is an outsider because he is the only one to see that the beast might be 

“horrible” but also “harmless.” The boys have a tendency to assume the beast is evil – 

because of their fear of the unknown.  
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Chapt er 9 

Chapter 9 

  

Lesson 16 – Simon’s death 

Warm-up activities 

 Plotting the tension. Resource 31 (Plotting the tension) shows the events at the start of 

Chapter 9. Students use what they know about what has happened so far to plot the rise 

of tension from the start of the chapter up to the scene of the death.  

 

 A View to a Death. Who do the students think might die in Chapter 9? Ask them to think 

about the context of the chapter: what has happened so far and how the characters have 

been presented. Give them a few minutes to discuss, and then share ideas.  

 

• Simon – because he has been isolated from the others? 

 

• Roger – because he has grown in violent and savage ways since Chapter 1? 

 

• Jack – because he is the rival to Ralph and leader of the hunters? 

 

• Robert – because he was the “pig” earlier? 

 

• Ralph – because his conflict with Jack will escalate to violence? 

 

You can reveal the answer (if you wish!) at the end of the discussion, and then go on to 

discuss why Golding chose Simon.
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Main activities 

 Hierarchy of evaluation. Use Resource 32 (The rise of tension until a death) to explore 

how Golding builds tension up to the death of Simon, using some quotations from the 

killing scene to develop students’ analytical ability.  

 

 Declaratives. Get students to work in groups to explore the different ways Golding uses 

declaratives to build tension up to the pivotal point of Simon’s death. Demonstrate how 

to analyze the sentence “A thing was crawling out of the forest.” You could draw 

attention to Golding’s use of the word “thing” – how it reveals the mistaken identity of 

Simon and implies he’s in danger because they see him as a threat. 

 

 Evaluating quotations: Next, give each group one of the following quotations to work on. 

Or, if they are capable, ask them to find examples of their own to evaluate. 

 

• “Between the flashes of lightning the air was dark and terrible; and the boys followed 

[Jack], clamorously.” 

 

• “The hunters took their spears, the cooks took spits, and the rest clubs of firewood.” 

 

• “The dark sky was shattered by a blue-white scar. An instant later the noise was on 

them like the blow of a gigantic whip.”  

 

• Again the blue-white scar jagged above them and the sulphurous explosion beat 

down. 

 

• “The sticks fell and the mouth of the new circle crunched and screamed.” 

 

• At once the crowd surged after it, poured down the rock, leapt on to the beast, 

screamed, struck, bit, tore.  
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Assessment activities 

 Freeze-frame. Ask students to form a freeze-frame of the moment of Simon’s death, in 

groups of 6–8. One boy should be Simon. Ralph, Jack and Piggy should be represented as 

well. They could consider: 

 

• how the hunters would use their spears 

 

• how the cooks would use their spits 

 

• how the rest would use their clubs of firewood 

 

• what each boy’s facial expression and posture would be 

 

• what position Simon would be in 

 

• how the boys would be positioned around Simon  

 

Alternatively, students could sketch the moment above using stick men or Lego figures, 

or mold their own scene from playdough or modeling clay.  

 

 Biblical parallels. To develop the ideas from Chapter 8, ask students to consider how 

Simon’s death is similar to and different than the sacrifice of Jesus. Using sticky notes, get 

students to jot down one idea (a similarity or difference) and add it to a collective set of 

ideas from the whole class.  After looking at all the valid responses, group them so it’s 

obvious where most students agree. Some points you could cover: 

 

• Both suffer sacrificial deaths. 

 

• Both are martyrs for their cause. 

 

• Jesus died because of his beliefs, while Simon dies because of the other boys’ 

misunderstandings. 

 

• Jesus is able to deliver his message to mankind, while Simon cannot. 

 

• Jesus’ death results in the salvation of mankind, while Simon’s results in evil 

surviving. 
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Plotting the tension 

Here are the events at the start of Chapter 9. Decide how tense each moment is, and mark how 

tense it is on the graph, from 0 being not tense at all, to 10 being the tensest. 

 

1. While Simon returns down the mountain to tell the others about the beast, Ralph and 

Piggy discuss the weather; Ralph notices that the other boys have disappeared. 

 

2. Piggy suggests that he and Piggy follow the other boys, which they eventually do. 

 

3. Piggy and Ralph find Jack and the others roasting a pig over a fire. 

 

4. The boys with Jack fall silent when they notice Ralph and Piggy. 

 

5. Jack tells the boys to take some meat to Ralph and Piggy. 

 

6. Jack asks who will now join his tribe. 

 

7. Jack and Ralph argue. 

 

8. The storm begins, and the littluns scream. 

 

9. Jack orders the boys to start their dance and they begin to chant. 
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The rise of tension until a death 

Read from “Jack leapt on to the sand” (p.167) up to “There were no words, and no movements 

but the tearing of teeth and claws.” (p.169) 

 

As Simon’s death is described, Golding develops the tense atmosphere through word choices, 

description and dialogue. Here are some quotations from the passage you’ve read: 

 “Do our dance! Come on! Dance!” (Jack)  

 “While Roger mimed the terror of the pig, the littluns ran and jumped on the outside of 

the circle.” 

 “Piggy and Ralph, under the threat of the sky, found themselves eager to take a place in 

this demented but partly secure society.” 

 “Kill the beast! Cut his throat! Spill his blood!” 

 “The chant … began to beat like a steady pulse.” 

 “The dark sky was shattered by a blue-white scar.” [the lightning] 

 “Now out of the terror rose another desire, thick, urgent, blind.” 

 “The littluns screamed and blundered about.” 

 “The blue-white scar was constant, the noise unendurable. Simon was crying out 

something about a dead man on a hill.” 

 “The beast was on its knees in the centre, its arms folded over its face.”  

 “The sticks fell and the mouth of the new circle crunched and screamed.” 

 “There were no words, and no movements but the tearing of teeth and claws.” 
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Consider the question: 

 

How does Golding build tension when describing Simon’s death? 

 

To write an answer, you will need to select words for comment and evaluate how these words 

help to build up to the climax. One way to practice evaluating the text is to write one sentence 

where you select a phrase to comment on, then rewrite your sentence several times until you 

have improved it to be really successful.  

 

Here is an example. Notice how the underlined part (which has been added or changed 

gradually) improves the analysis, bit by bit. 

 

Example: “There was the throb and stamp of a single organism.” 

 

Least successful 

1. The boys in the group are “a single organism.” [or change to “the group of boys is…”] 

2. Golding calls the group of boys “a single organism.” 

3. Golding uses the image of “a single organism” to describe the group of boys. 

4. Golding uses the image of “a single organism” to describe the group of boys, which 

makes them sound like they are acting as one being. 

5. Golding uses the image of “a single organism” to describe the group of boys, which 

makes them sound like they are acting as one; they are more of a threat in a large 

group to Simon, who is alone. 

Most successful 

 

Now it’s your turn. Choose at least one of the quotations above and write your own set of 

sentences for each. Use the example as a guide to help you go from least to most successful. 
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Chapt er 10 

Chapter 10 

 

Lesson 17 – Piggy 

Warm-up activities 

 The shell and the glasses. This is an activity to consider the significance of the title of 

Chapter 10. Show students images of (or real) shells and glasses. Discuss what the conch 

represents (ability to speak, authority, order) and the glasses (intelligence, making fire, 

Piggy). Do these objects still represent these ideas or something else?   

 

 Guess what? Put students into pairs and hand out a stack of sticky notes to each pair. 

Have them write a word or statement relating to the lesson and put it on their partner’s 

head. Their partner then has to guess what or who they are!  

 

Here are some words they could use: 

• shell 

• glasses 

• Piggy 

• leadership 

• conflict 

• fight 

• Ralph 

• Jack 

• murder 

• Samneric 
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Main activities 

 Beginning, middle and end. Get students to work in groups to track Piggy’s development 

in this chapter. You’ll need to split your class into three groups, so you might want to 

double up and have six groups if you have a large class. 

 

Assign each group an extract: 

 

• Group 1 (Beginning): from “Piggy eyed the advancing figure carefully” to “He paused 

for a moment and peered at the figure on the platform.” (p.171). 

 

• Group 2 (Middle): from “Piggy, come outside” to “Piggy’s gasps were once more 

audible.” (pp.184–185)  

 

• Group 3 (End): from “Far off along the bowstave of beach…” to “…dangled Piggy’s 

broken glasses.” (p.186) 

 

You might also wish to add a group to examine Piggy’s response to Simon’s death 

(pp.172–174). Have them explore why he insists it was an accident and what it 

reveals about the contrast between Ralph and Piggy’s emotional development. 

 

Challenge groups to explore how Piggy behaves in each extract, what his role is and 

what has changed for his character.  

 

Here are some suggested discussion points, which might also be useful prompts for 

less capable students: 

 

• Group 1 (Beginning) 

 

Why might Piggy look at Ralph “carefully”? Is he being careful or suspicious? 

 

Possible answers 

 

Most likely, both. He is unable to see clearly, so he is cautious. He is also wary of 

approaching strangers, given the recent death of Simon and the violence that 

erupted. 
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• Group 2 (Middle) 

 

Why does Ralph want Piggy? Is Ralph still a leader now? Is Piggy weak because he 

has asthma? Piggy fights, but it ends in his “gasps” – why did Piggy fight along with 

Ralph? Has his character changed? 

 

Possible answers 

 

Ralph probably wants reassurance, as he’s feeling increasingly alone. Piggy was 

initially seen as weak because of his asthma, but here it becomes arguably a sign of 

his bravery, as he fights on regardless. He sees himself as Ralph’s friend, and 

supports him as leader. Perhaps he is stronger with Ralph, and more willing to take a 

risk. 

 

• Group 3 (End) 

 

The final image of Chapter 10 is “Piggy’s broken glasses.” What has Piggy lost now, in 

addition to his glasses? Think about his relationship with Ralph, the fight he and 

Ralph have had with Jack’s hunters, and Jack’s assumption that he is “a chief now in 

truth” because he has Piggy’s glasses. 

 

Possible answers 

 

Piggy has lost his one object of strength: the source of fire and his ability to see, in a 

literal and metaphorical sense. Ralph has symbolically lost power too, by association 

with Piggy, while Jack has acquired it. 

 

 Piggy and Ralph. Using Resource 33 (Piggy and Ralph), students explore the development 

of Piggy’s changing relationship with Ralph by looking in detail at the part of the chapter 

where Piggy and Ralph react to Simon’s death. 
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Assessment activities 

 Piggy’s name. Get students to consider Piggy’s name and why Golding chose to call him this 

in the novel. 

 

You could use this extract from Chapter 1 as a stimulus: 

 

‘I don’t care what they call me,’ he said confidentially, ‘so long as they don’t call me 

what they used to call me at school.’ 

Ralph was faintly interested. 

‘What was that?’ 

The fat boy glanced over his shoulder, then leaned toward Ralph. 

He whispered. 

‘They used to call me Piggy.’ 

Ralph shrieked with laughter. He jumped up. 

‘Piggy! Piggy!’ 

 

Points of discussion could be: 

• Does it change your opinion of Ralph that he finds Piggy’s name funny and publicizes 

it? Or would any boy have done the same thing? 

• Based on appearances, “Piggy” seems a cruel name. What now do we know about 

Piggy’s character? What positive qualities might he share with a pig? Possible 

answers include their intelligence, social capacity and friendliness. 

• It is worth pointing out, if not discussed before, that we have never discovered 

Piggy’s real name (and never actually do). Why might this matter? 

• Do you or does anyone you know have a nickname that could be perceived of as 

cruel? Does it change the way you perceive them? Do you judge people on their 

nicknames? How has your perception of Piggy changed over the course of the novel? 

 

 Conscience alley.  Choose one student to take the role of Piggy. Divide the rest of the 

class roughly in two. Students form two lines, facing inward. Piggy walks down the middle 

slowly. Each student acts as his conscience, with the students on his right each giving a 

reason to help Ralph and the students on the left spurring him on to leave Ralph and 

support Jack now. Piggy listens in silence and makes a decision at the end of the alley. 

The same effect could be achieved by dividing the class and having them write a sticky 

note of what they would say to Piggy, and adding these to the whiteboard.  
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Piggy and Ralph 

The death of Simon is a pivotal moment in Lord of the Flies. It is also a pivotal turning point in 

the relationship between Ralph and Piggy. 

Look at the following quotations taken from the passage starting “Ralph! Stop laughing like that. 

Look, there ain’t no need, Ralph!” up to “He touched Ralph’s bare shoulder and Ralph shuddered 

at the human contact.” 

How does each quotation develop Piggy’s relationship with Ralph? Use the examples below as 

supporting ideas to guide your discussion.  

 

Quotation 

What it shows about 

Piggy’s relationship 

with Ralph 

What has changed from 

earlier in the novel? 

“‘Ralph! Stop laughing like that. 

Look, there ain’t no need, Ralph! 

What’s the others going to 

think?’” 

Piggy almost tells Ralph 

off, because… 
 

“‘That was murder.’ 

‘You stop it!’ said Piggy, shrilly. 

‘What good’re you doing talking 

like 

that?’” 

Piggy uses a shrill voice 

in order to… 

 

[Piggy] jumped to his feet and 

stood over Ralph. 

 

 

“‘We was scared!’ said Piggy 

excitedly.” ‘Anything might have 

happened. 

It wasn’t—what you said.’ 

 

 

Ralph’s voice, low and stricken, 

stopped Piggy’s gestures. He 

bent down and waited. Ralph, 

cradling the conch, rocked 

himself to and fro. 

Piggy is so shocked by 

Ralph’s voice that he 

stops. He waits 

because… 
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“‘Didn’t you see, Piggy?’ 

‘Not all that well. I only got one 

eye now. You ought to know 

that, Ralph.’” 

  

“‘It was an accident,’ said Piggy 

suddenly, ‘that’s what it was. An 

accident.’ 

His voice shrilled again. ‘Coming 

in the dark—he hadn’t no 

business crawling like that out 

of the dark. He was batty. He 

asked for it.’ He gesticulated 

wildly again. ‘It was an 

accident.’” 

  

“‘It was an accident,’ said Piggy 

stubbornly, ‘and that’s that.’ 

He touched Ralph’s bare 

shoulder and Ralph shuddered 

at the human contact.” 

Piggy has the final 

word, which shows… 

 

 

Piggy touches Ralph 

in order to show 

that… 

 

 

 

Extension questions 

1. What has changed since earlier in the novel? Why do you think Golding has made Piggy 

change in this way? 

 

2. How does this remind you of the scene between Simon and Ralph earlier in the novel? 

Why do you think Golding made these two scenes seem parallel to each other: with 

Ralph having a moment of weakness and a supposedly “weak” character supporting him? 
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Chapt er 11 

Chapter 11 

 

Lesson 18 – Power 

Warm-up activities 

 Images of power. Resource 34 (Images of power) includes images taken from both the 

novel and everyday life. Have students double up and give each pair a set of images, face 

down. They should take turns describing a selected image without stating the name of 

the image itself (like the game “Taboo”). Set a timer for 30 seconds or so, and tell students 

to take turns describing their image. If their partner guesses correctly in time, they score 

a point. They can also get a bonus point for being the first to identify what theme 

connects the images (power) and why it is an important theme in the novel.  

 Word tennis.  Put students in pairs and get them to take turns saying a word related to 

the theme of power. No words can be repeated. As this is a game of “word tennis,” it 

should be scored like a tennis match. You could start them off with a word such as: 

control, conch, leader or littluns. 

Main activities 

 Fire as power. Using Resource 35 (Fire as power), explore how Golding uses fire imagery 

to present fire as representative of power. You could discuss the following:  

• The ineffectiveness of Ralph’s attempts to reignite the fire and, also, the 

metaphorical “blinding” of its use as a signal fire by its ashes. 

• Ralph’s use of the word “stole” reminds us of the criminality: Jack plays the role of 

Prometheus, stealing fire in the same way that Prometheus stole fire from the gods 

for humankind – this emphasizes his strength of position. 

• Ralph thinks out loud trying to reason how they could get fire again; his babble and 

worry implies weakness. 

• Ralph’s account of what happened shows his desperation and exasperation at the 

crime, and how much the fire meant to his leadership. 

 The power shifts. Get students to work in pairs to read from the start of Chapter 11 up to 

“High overhead, Roger, with a sense of delirious abandonment, leaned all his weight on 

the lever.” (p.200). Split your class and have one half study Ralph’s “team” and the other 

half Jack’s “tribe.” Using Resource 36 (The shift of power), get students to explore how 

the two groups perceive the various symbols of power and order in Chapter 11. 
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Assessment activities 

 The power of the teams. After exploring the attitudes of Ralph’s “team” and Jack’s “tribe,” 

each pair of students could join forces with another pair. As a foursome, they could 

combine ideas to explore how the two groups of boys have contrasting attitudes at this 

stage in the novel. Then you could ask students whose team and attitude they prefer and 

why? Wrap up the activity with a class vote.  

 Play consequences.  Put students into pairs or groups of four and get them to discuss 

power and how this theme develops in Chapter 11. It could be played in the style of the 

game Consequences, with each student saying one sentence or statement at a time.  

 

 Here are some sentence starters to get students going: 

 

• Chapter 11 is about how the balance of power changes… 

 

• Power is a key theme in this chapter because… 

 

• Power is important in this part of the novel because… 

 

• Ralph had power earlier in the novel; now… 

 

• Fire becomes the symbol of power because it is linked with… 

 

 What would you like to know? Students write down three things they have learned about 

the theme of power in Chapter 11 on separate sticky notes. They also think of two 

questions they would like answered. They should put their “knowledge” sticky notes on 

the board and swap their questions with a partner, who should attempt to answer them. 

Others can be used at the start of the next lesson.  
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Images of power 

 

Clenched fist 

 

Conch 

 

Weightlifter 

 

World leader 

 

Spear 
 

Piggy’s glasses 

 

The beast 

  

Fire 

  

Puppet master 
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Fire as power 

In the opening of Chapter 11, Golding uses fire imagery to show how power is transferred from 

Ralph, who was chief, to Jack. Jack’s power is symbolized by his possession of the glasses, which 

are used to make fire. 

 

Fire is important in the novel because it is the way the boys can signal to the outside world, as 

well as keep warm and cook meat. Whoever controls the fire has the most power on the island. 

 

Read the images and descriptions linked to fire below, taken from the novel (pp.187–189 from 

“In the short chill of dawn” up to “… I want my glasses”). Cut them out and stick them in your 

book, with space to write a few lines under each one. For each one, decide how fire is shown to 

represent power. One example is given. 

 

How is fire shown to represent power? 

 

Example: 

 

 “In the short chill of dawn the four boys gathered round the black smudge where the fire 

had been, while Ralph knelt and blew.” 

 

The fire has become a “black smudge” rather than a hot, red flame. This might mean that 

Ralph’s power has gone out, just like the fire, especially as Jack now has the glasses and 

can make fire. 

 “Ralph continued to blow till his ears were singing with the effort, but then the first 

breeze of dawn took the job off his hands and blinded him with ashes.” 

 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  
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 “‘They’ve got our fire.’ 

Rage shrilled his voice. 

‘They stole it!’” 

 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 

 

 “Piggy broke off, sniveling. Ralph took back the conch as he sat down. 

‘Just an ordinary fire. You’d think we could do that, wouldn’t you? Just a smoke signal so 

we can be rescued. Are we savages or what? Only now there’s no signal going up.’” 

 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 

 

 “‘…Now Piggy can’t see, and they came, stealing—’ Ralph’s voice ran up ‘ —at night, in 

darkness, and stole our fire. They stole it. We’d have given them fire if they’d asked. But 

they stole it and the signal’s out and we can’t ever be rescued. Don’t you see what I 

mean? We’d have given them fire for themselves only they stole it. I—’” 

 

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 ...........................................................................................................................................................................  
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The shift of power 

Read from the start of Chapter 11 up to “High overhead, Roger, with a sense of delirious 

abandonment, leaned all his weight on the lever.” (p.200). 

 

Which group of boys are you studying?  

 

Ralph’s “team” / Jack’s “tribe” 

 

Look at the table below. It includes some of the things the boys have cared about during their 

time on the island. Add quotations and make notes on each of these for your group of boys. 

What is it for? How do they feel about it? Why? 
 

The fire 

 

Piggy’s 

glasses 

 

Spears 

 

The conch 

 

Painted 

faces 

 

Law and 

order 
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Chapt er 11 

Chapter 11 

 

Lesson 19 – The death of Piggy 

Warm-up activity 

 Plot prediction.  Based on what they have read so far, ask students to predict what they 

think might happen in Chapter 9. Share the ideas as a class discussion.  

 

Main activities 

 The death of Piggy. Read from p.200 to the end of Chapter 11 together. Using Resource 

37 (The death of Piggy), explore this pivotal moment and how Golding selects pertinent 

details to create a sense of shock and suddenness.  

Correct sequence of quotations: 5, 1, 3, 2, 4. 

 The aftermath of Piggy’s death. Using Resource 38 (The aftermath of Piggy’s death), 

explore the reaction to Piggy’s death and how each character’s personality is exposed at 

this point in the text. 

 

Assessment activities 

 Rapid-fire quiz.  Give students a rapid-fire quiz to review what they’ve learned. Or get 

them to write their own quiz questions and test each other. 

 

Your questions could be: 

 

• Does Ralph see or hear the rock first? (Hear) 

• What color is the rock that kills Piggy? (Red) 

• Who has to dive out of the way of the approaching rock, and manages to avoid it? 

(Ralph) 
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• What does Piggy say as he is hit by the rock? (Nothing) In which direction does Piggy 

travel as he falls, as well as downward? (Sideways, or turning) 

• What else is destroyed alongside Piggy? (Conch) 

• What color was this item? (White) 

• What animal is Piggy’s body compared to? (A pig’s) 

• What two colors does the water boil? (White and pink) 

 Role play.  Assign each student a character (Jack, Roger or Sam). If you have mini-

whiteboards, get students to write the name of their character on their whiteboard. Read 

out statements about the characters. The students should stand up and hold up their 

whiteboard if a statement applies to their character. 

Here are some statements designed for each of the three characters, but they could 

apply to the other two – ask students to explain their reasoning if they stand up. 

Jack: 

• I think I lost control when Piggy died. 

• I wanted to be chief so much. 

• Ralph was just getting in my way. 

Roger: 

• I attacked the others by throwing my spear first, but I’m not sure this was a good idea, 

especially after Piggy died. 

• I thought Jack would be a good chief, but when Piggy died, I realized I was scared of 

him. 

• I couldn’t believe it when Piggy died. It happened so suddenly. I feel so guilty. 

Sam: 

• I hid because I was terrified; even Ralph was scared. 

• Jack tried to force my brother and me to join the tribe; he hurt me when he poked me 

with the spear. I was worried he would try to kill me, too. 

• Roger is almost as scary as Jack; it looked like he was happy to be violent to get his 

own way, too.  
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The death of Piggy 

Look at this sequence of events and write in the number of the relevant quotation from the list 

below.  

 

Event Quotation 

Ralph notices the rock that ultimately kills Piggy.  

Ralph sees the rock is huge and avoids it.  

Piggy is hit by the rock and the shell is destroyed.  

Piggy is hit so quickly and violently by the rock that he makes no sound.  

Piggy’s death is described in detail before he is swept out to sea.  

 

Quotations 

 

1. “Then the monstrous red thing bounded across the neck and he flung himself flat while 

the tribe shrieked.” (verbs) 

 

2.  “Piggy, saying nothing, with no time for even a grunt, travelled through the air sideways 

from the rock, turning over as he went.” (noun) 

 

3. “The rock struck Piggy a glancing blow from chin to knee; the conch exploded into a 

thousand white fragments and ceased to exist.” (verbs) 

 

4. “Piggy’s arms and legs twitched a bit, like a pig’s after it has been killed. Then the sea 

breathed again in a long, slow sigh, the water boiled white and pink over the rock; and 

when it went, sucking back again, the body of Piggy was gone.” (simile and metaphor) 

 

5. “Ralph heard the great rock before he saw it.” (sensory description) 
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How does Golding create a sense of shock? 

 

Look at each quotation in turn to answer this question. Here are some examples of how you 

could begin your sentences. 

 

Golding creates a sense of shock through the use of [technique] in the quotation [quotation], 

because it makes the reader think…  

 

The word(s) [quotation] shows how…  

 

Golding uses [technique] to create a sense of suddenness when he writes [quotation]…  

 

Extension questions 

 

1. Why do you think Golding presents events in this order, with particular parts of the 

setting and episode described in detail? 

 

2. How does this sequence of events make you feel about the death of Piggy? 

 

3. Why do “Ralph’s lips for[m] a word but no sound came” when he realizes Piggy is dead?
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The aftermath of Piggy’s death 

Use this activity to explore how different characters react to Piggy’s death in different ways.  

 

Read from p.201, “Suddenly Jack bounded out from the tribe and began screaming wildly” to the 

end of the chapter. 

 

Instructions 
 

1. Work in groups of three. You will need two dice. 

 

2. Each group selects a character from the following: 

Jack Roger Sam 

3. Write the story of this character’s reaction to Piggy’s death, from their point of view. 

Use the text and your knowledge of the novel so far. Think about what they would be 

thinking and feeling at each point. 

 

4. Roll the two dice and add the two numbers together. Look up the score in the table 

below. Write down the score. Write the first sentence of your story, with the 

structure given by your score. 

Repeat this process until you have ten sentences in your story. 
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Score Sentence structure to use 

2 A sentence of dialogue (don’t forget the speech marks) 

3 A short, simple sentence 

4 A sentence beginning with an adverb (e.g., Quickly, I decided what to do.) 

5 A question 

6 
A complex sentence beginning with a dependent clause (e.g., Although I 

was scared, I had to do it.) 

7 
A sentence beginning with an “–ing” verb (e.g.. Looking nervously around, I 

moved across the rock.) 

8 
A sentence beginning with a phrase (e.g., Out of the silence, I heard a 

noise.) 

9 

A compound sentence (Use one of these conjunctions to join the two 

clauses: 

for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so.) 

10 
A sentence with an embedded clause or phrase (e.g., Ralph, who was 

nearby, looked shocked.) 

11 
A sentence beginning with one or more adjectives (e.g., Sinister and 

imposing, Jack looked down.)  

12 
A sentence using a semicolon to separate two clauses (e.g., I looked 

around; everyone was yelling.) 

 

Extension task 

Once you have written your ten-sentence story, swap your story with someone else in your 

group. How have these characters behaved after Piggy’s death? How have they changed from 

earlier in the novel? How do you think the death of Piggy has affected them? 
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Chapt er 12 

Chapter 12 

 

Lesson 20 – Change 

Warm-up activities 

 Natural change. Split your class in half. Get one half of the class to focus on the 

beginning of the novel and the other half on the end of the novel. Get pairs to then list 

their responses to these questions, with examples if possible: 

 

1. How is the island described? 

 

2. Who is the leader and why? 

 

3. How do the boys behave toward each other? 

 

4. How does Golding describe life as opposed to death? 

This could lead to a discussion of how these seemingly binary oppositions are as clear-

cut as this. Or whether (particularly when the naval officer arrives) Golding questions 

the hypocrisy of society’s rules and what is accepted as civilization.  
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Here are some suggested responses: 
 

 The beginning of the novel The end of the novel 

1 

The 

description of 

the island 

with sandy 

beaches and 

palm trees. 

Beauty: 

 lagoon 

 fruit 

 warm water 

 palm trees 

The 

description of 

the island on 

fire. 

Horror: 

 fire 

 noise 

 destruction 

 darkness 

2 

The boys elect 

Ralph as 

leader. 

Order: 

 Ralph blowing 

conch 

 Ralph leading 

meeting 

 voting for chief 

Jack has 

fought his 

way to being 

leader. 

Chaos: 

 epitomized in Chapter 

11 and the way Jack is 

in control of his tribe’s 

attack, leading to the 

death of Piggy 

3 

The boys 

explore the 

island 

together. 

Civilized: 

 Jack calls them 

“explorers” 

 discussion of 

climbing the 

mountain 

 Ralph saying they 

should draw a map 

The boys start 

to hunt other 

boys. 

Savage: 

 the attack on Simon in 

Chapter 9 

 the pursuit of Ralph in 

Chapter 12 

4 

Golding 

focuses on the 

many boys 

who have 

survived the 

plane crash. 

Life: 

 the party of boys 

(the choir) 

 lots of groups of 

different ages and 

sizes emerge from 

the landscape when 

the conch is blown 

At least three 

boys have 

died (the boy 

with the 

mulberry 

birthmark, 

Simon and 

Piggy). 

Death: 

 the boy with the 

mulberry birthmark is 

never mentioned again 

after the fire (Chapter 

4) 

 Simon dies in Chapter 9 

 Piggy dies in Chapter 

11 

 

 Ralph’s downfall. Using Resource 39 (Ralph’s downfall),  students sort statements about 

Ralph’s role in the group — putting them in order from most accepted to most rejected. 

This could lead to a discussion where students talk about this order of events, and how 

and why Ralph has changed since the start of the novel. 
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Main activities 

Changes on the island. Ask students to read the first part of the chapter (up to p.221). 

Using Resource 40 (Changes on the island), students look at two extracts from earlier in 

the novel alongside two from Chapter 12 and consider what has changed.  

 

 Change of character. Read together from “The seconds lengthened” to “trying to cry for 

mercy” and get students to look in detail at how Golding describes Ralph. Use Resource 

41 (Ralph’s capture), which includes an answer sheet. (pp.221–222)  

Assessment activities 

 Change: good or bad? Have a mini-debate. Given what students have read and discussed 

this lesson, is change a good or a bad thing? What kinds of change have happened in the 

novel? Are they positive or negative, and from whose perspective? Do the changes on the 

island (in terms of events and characters) have wider significance to the context of our 

daily life, and to the changes we experience?  

 

 In role as Ralph. This works best with the second main activity. Students imagine that 

they are Ralph. Ask them to work in pairs to interview Ralph and swap part way through. 

Alternatively, they could draw a thought bubble with Ralph’s thoughts at this point in the 

novel.  

 

They could ask: 

 

• How do you feel at the moment? 

 

• Did you think the hunters would kill you? Why or why not? 

 

• What do you think your friend Piggy would have said to help you? 

 

• What do you think your friend Simon would have said to reassure you?  

 

You could also have a brief discussion comparing Ralph’s thoughts and feelings with 

those of a pig being hunted. Why might Golding have presented parallels between Ralph 

and an animal at this point in the novel? What might his messages be about humanity and 

its capacity for evil, and our supposed civilization? 
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Ralph’s downfall 

By Chapter 12, Ralph’s leadership has disintegrated so much that he becomes the “hunted” prey 

of the rest of the boys on the island.  

 

For each of these statements, decide to what extent Ralph is accepted as part of the group. Then 

put them in order from most accepted to most rejected. 

 

Ralph ultimately participates to a degree in the killing of Simon. 

Jack leaves the group and some of the boys follow. 

Ralph is only saved by the arrival of the naval officer. 

After some time, Jack calls Ralph a coward and challenges his leadership, but the others 

will not yet elect Jack as their leader. 

Jack’s tribe members hunt Ralph like a pig. [or keep but make hunt plural – tribe hunts] 

More boys gradually leave Ralph’s group, attracted to Jack’s tribe of hunters, leaving 

Ralph alone. 

Ralph is elected to lead the group of boys. 

Ralph and Piggy find Jack at the feast. 

After the feast, many boys accept Jack’s invitation to join his tribe. 
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Teacher answer sheet 

This is the chronological sequence of events and therefore it is not necessarily the order your 

students will choose (because, for instance, there could be a case for saying that Ralph’s 

participation in the killing of Simon makes him more accepted within the group).  

 

1. Ralph is elected to lead the group of boys. 

 

2. After some time, Jack calls Ralph a coward and challenges his leadership, but the others 

will not yet elect Jack as their leader. 

 

3. Jack leaves the group and some of the boys follow. 

 

4. Ralph and Piggy find Jack at the feast. 

 

5. After the feast, many boys accept Jack’s invitation to join his tribe. 

 

6. Ralph ultimately participates to a degree in the killing of Simon. 

 

7. More boys gradually leave Ralph’s group, attracted to Jack’s tribe of hunters, leaving 

Ralph alone. 

 

8. Jack’s tribe hunts Ralph like a pig. 

 

9.  Ralph is only saved by the arrival of the naval officer. 
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Changes on the island 

Now focus on what has changed between two earlier parts of the novel and Chapter 12. Think 

about how and why Golding has painted such stark contrasts. 
 

Read the extracts below and write about the differences in character, actions or events to 

answer the question. There are bullet points to help you. 

 

Childhood 

Chapter 1 

“He was old enough, twelve years and a few 

months, to have lost the prominent tummy of 

childhood and not yet old enough for adolescence 

to have made him awkward. You could see now 

that he might make a boxer, as far as width and 

heaviness of shoulders went, but there was a 

mildness about his mouth and eyes that 

proclaimed no devil. He patted the palm trunk 

softly, and, forced at last to believe in the reality 

of the island laughed delightedly again and stood 

on his head. He turned neatly on to his feet, 

jumped down to the beach, knelt and swept a 

double armful of sand into a pile against his chest. 

Then he sat back and looked at the water with 

bright, excited eyes.” 

Chapter 12 

“Another figure, an unrecognisable one, 

appeared by Robert and gave him 

something, then turned and went back 

behind the rock. Robert laid his spear 

on the rock beside him and began to 

gnaw between his raised hands. So the 

feast was beginning and the watchman 

had been given his portion. 

Ralph saw that for the time being he 

was safe. He limped away through the 

fruit trees, drawn by the thought of the 

poor food yet bitter when he 

remembered the feast. Feast today, and 

then tomorrow …” 

How and why are these two extracts different?  

Think about: 

 what the word “childhood” suggests about our first impression of Ralph’s character, and 

how this contrasts with what happens later on the island 

 what the phrase “bright, excited eyes” suggests about Ralph’s early emotions about the 

island, and how this changes later 

 the use of the verb “gnaw” to describe how Robert now eats and “limped” and what it 

suggests about Ralph  

 who/what Ralph might be thinking about by the reference to the feast (which takes place 

in Chapter 9) and how this might make him feel; and how this contrasts with his emotions 

about the feast taking place in Chapter 12 
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Wearing masks 

Chapter 4 

“Jack planned his new face. He made one cheek and one 

eye-socket white, then he rubbed red over the other half 

of his face and slashed a black bar of charcoal across from 

right ear to left jaw. He looked in the pool for his 

reflection, but his breathing troubled the mirror.  

‘Samneric. Get me a coconut. An empty one.’  

He knelt, holding the shell of water. A rounded patch of 

sunlight fell on his face and a brightness appeared in the 

depths of the water. He looked in astonishment, no longer 

at himself but at an awesome stranger. He spilt the water 

and leapt to his feet, laughing excitedly. Beside the pool 

his sinewy body held up a mask that drew their eyes and 

appalled them. He began to dance and his laughter 

became a bloodthirsty snarling. He capered toward Bill, 

and the mask was a thing on its own, behind which Jack 

hid, liberated from shame and self-consciousness. The 

face of red and white and black swung through the air and 

jigged toward Bill. Bill started up laughing; then suddenly 

he fell silent and blundered away through the bushes.” 

Chapter 12 

“Ralph listened. He was not 

really far from the Castle Rock, 

and during the first panic he 

had thought he heard sounds 

of pursuit. But the hunters had 

only sneaked into the fringes of 

the greenery, retrieving spears 

perhaps, and then had rushed 

back to the sunny rock as if 

terrified of the darkness under 

the leaves. He had even 

glimpsed one of them, striped 

brown, black, and red, and had 

judged that it was Bill. But 

really, thought Ralph, this was 

not Bill. This was a savage 

whose image refused to blend 

with that ancient picture of a 

boy in shorts and shirt.” 

 

How and why are these two extracts different? 

 

Think about: 

 

 how Jack designs his mask for the first time and is shocked at how different he looks  

 

 how Jack’s mask is thrilling at first 

 

 how and why Bill’s mask is more sinister than Jack’s  

 

 the use of words to describe Bill and how time has passed 

 

 why Golding might have described different colors 
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Ralph’s capture 

1. Why do you think Golding makes Ralph look “straight into the savage’s eyes”? 

 

2. What might Ralph now see in those eyes that he wouldn’t have seen before? 

 

3. Usually, the boys on the island have names. Why doesn’t this savage have a name? What 

has changed? 

 

4. Who says “You’ll get back”? What has changed since this person said these words before? 

 

5. Why is Ralph scared, angry and desperate (“a scream of fright and anger and 

desperation”)? What has changed to cause this? 

 

6. Why is Ralph being hunted as if he were an animal? 

 

7. Fire used to be a tool for good (being rescued); now it is a tool for capture (the boys use 

the fire to trap Ralph). Why has the role of fire changed? 

 

8. Why does Golding describe Ralph’s legs as “someone’s” here? 

 

9. Ralph used to be a strong leader. Why does he try to “cry for mercy” now? What has 

changed?  

 

10. Why are these changes shown from Ralph’s perspective? Why not Jack’s? 
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Teacher answer sheet 

1. To see the growing evil intent there or to show a direct and terrifying confrontation. 

 

2. The spirit of the hunter, the influence of Jack, or the desire to kill and destroy. 

 

3. It is as if the hunters have become inhuman – like wild animals who don’t have names. 

 

4. Simon’s. It might be a reminder that he believed Ralph will survive, to help him get 

through this. 

 

5. Now that Ralph is no longer the leader and has become the hunted, he is placed in the 

position of the pig, who is scared of(?) the hunt. Ralph could be angry because he has lost 

his true friends, and desperate as he faces death. 

 

6. Ralph is now being hunted, instead of the pig, or the beast. This might be due to the fact 

that Jack has taken control and the role of chief has changed hands. The hunters, 

including Jack, have degenerated into wild animals and just see Ralph as prey or food – a 

means of survival and, perhaps, entertainment. 

 

7. Fire was associated with Piggy and his glasses, and with power and control. Its changing 

role could be due to Piggy’s death and Jack’s seizure of power. 

 

8. Perhaps Ralph no longer feels himself, disassociated from who he once was. 

 

9. Ralph is at the mercy of Jack and his hunters. He has no strength left to fight. 

 

10. We start the story with Ralph and end it with him as well. Perhaps this is why readers 

may relate to this character’s journey, both physical and emotional, the most. 
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Chapt er 12 

Chapter 12 

 

Lesson 21 – The final hunt 

Warm-up activities 

 Predators and prey. Using Resource 42 (Predators and prey), ask students to answer the 

questions. Features of predators could be: fast, sharp teeth, claws, strong, powerful, 

resilient, cunning, camouflaged, eyes to front of head for judgment of distance, often live 

or hunt alone. Features of the prey: smaller, also fast-moving, responsive, powerful to a 

degree but less than the predator, often live in groups, eyes often on side of head for 

defensive range of view.  

The questions at the end prompt students to consider how the hunters are shown to be 

predators, and Ralph prey. You could get students to find evidence showing how Ralph 

reverts to a primal existence in the thicket, and the descriptions of the hunters as 

“creatures” and “savages,” before considering whether the hunters in the novel intend to 

kill Ralph.  

 Hunters and prey. The questions at the end of Resource 42 (Predators and prey) prompt 

students to consider how the hunters are shown to be predators, and Ralph prey. You 

could get students to find evidence showing how Ralph reverts to a primal existence in 

the thicket, and the descriptions of the hunters as “creatures” and “savages,” before 

considering whether the hunters in the novel intend to kill Ralph.  

Main activities 

 Multiple interpretations. Students read from “He staggered to his feet” to “Like the Coral 

Island” (pp.222–224) and use Resource 43 (Multiple interpretations) and some dice to 

find quotations and analyze the language in each part as they read. As an alternative, you 

could split the passage up into sections and allocate one section per group. Have them 

complete all six activities for their section (without the need for dice). Once either option 

is complete, ask them to compare and contrast their notes to explore the different ways 

of using the same piece of text in different ways. At the same time you’ll be showing them 

how flexibility of thinking can be useful in both testing and future literature studies.  
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 The end of the hunt.  Using Resource 44 (Unanswered questions), students focus on how 

Golding creates a sense of confusion in the ending.  

Assessment activities 

 Convincing arguments. Resource 45 (Convincing arguments), includes some key 

quotations from Chapter 12. Students work in pairs to debate whether the 

interpretation of each quotation is valid. One student argues for the opinion stated, while 

the other argues against the interpretation. You could give out the slides as cards for 

students to discuss rather than using the presentation and dictating the pace for all 

students together.  

 

Students will explore the value of alternative interpretations and flexibility of mind, 

particularly when using quotations in a closed book exam. Possible answers are given 

after every slide.  

 

 The naval officer. The following questions will help students to reflect on the role of the 

officer at the end of the novel, and how Golding presents the hypocrisy of war. These 

questions are quite challenging, so you could display all four and get students to choose 

just one to answer. Have them put their response on a sticky note for the whiteboard, 

and then discuss the various answers together.  

 

1. The officer is playing his part in fighting a nuclear war himself, so why does he grin 

“cheerfully” at Ralph and joke about the boys “[h]aving a war or something”?  

 

2. The officer is presumably British himself, so why does he imply that “a pack of British 

boys … [sh]ould have been able to put up a better show,” when he is part of a 

(presumably) nuclear war campaign? 

 

3. What does the officer’s reference to “The Coral Island” show about his naive and 

misplaced attitude toward events? One of the main characters of The Coral Island, 

who is also named Ralph, calls his experiences “wonderful.” How would Ralph from 

Lord of the Flies describe his? 

 

4. Why is the officer “embarrassed” about the boys’ emotions? Why does he turn away? 

Should the boys have to “pull themselves together” after what they have 

experienced?
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Predators and prey 

Look at the following images of predators and their prey: 

 What are the features of the predators?  

 What are the features of the prey?  

        

        

 Are there any similarities between the hunters (Jack and the other boys) and the prey 
(Ralph) in Lord of the Flies?  

 Do you think that the hunters are trying to kill Ralph? 
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Multiple interpretations 

For this activity, you will work with a partner and will need dice (one die per pair). 

 

Read from “He staggered to his feet” to “Like the Coral Island” (pp.222–224), pausing to toss 

your die after each of these sections. After each toss, use the code for the “dice tasks” below to 

complete the relevant task for that section. 

 

 Section 1: from “He staggered to his feet” to “The ululation faltered and died away.” 

(p.222)  

 Section 2: from “The officer looked at Ralph doubtfully for a moment, then took his hand 

away from the butt of the revolver” to “Ralph nodded.” (pp.222–223) 

 Section 3: from “The officer inspected the little scarecrow in front of him” to “Percival 

Wemys Madison sought in his head for an incantation that had faded clean away.” 

(pp.223–224) 

 Section 4: from “The officer turned back to Ralph” to “Like the Coral Island.” (p.224) 

 

Dice tasks 

1. Find a quotation in the section you’ve just read that shows how Ralph has changed from 

prey to being a young boy again. Explain how it shows this. 

2. Find a noun, verb, adjective or adverb in the section you’ve just read that presents the 

idea that Ralph was prey, or that the other boys were predators. Explain how it shows 

this. 

3. Find a quotation in the section you’ve just read that shows how the hunters have now 

changed back into young boys. Explain how it shows this. 

4. Pick the sentence from the section you’ve just read that you feel best illustrates the 

importance of the final hunt, either in terms of one character, several characters, or 

events. Explain how it shows this. 

5. Pick the adjective from the section you’ve just read that you feel best illustrates the 

importance of the final hunt, either in terms of one character, several characters, or 

events. Explain how it shows this. 

6. Find a quotation from the section you’ve just read that shows how the power shifts from 

the hunters to the naval officer. 
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Teacher answer sheet 

Here are some suggestions, although students’ own ideas could be equally valid. 

 

Section 1 
 

1. “He staggered to his feet, tensed for more terrors, and looked up at a huge peaked cap.” 

Ralph is shown to be small in contrast to the authority figure in uniform. 

 

2. “Tense”’ shows how Ralph is ready for more pursuit, as the predators will not give up. 

 

3. “The ululation faltered and died away” shows that the hunters’ sounds have now gone. 

 

4. “The ululation faltered and died away” shows how the boys were hunting, using war cries 

and animalistic sounds in their chase, and have now lost their sense of purpose. 

 

5. “Wary,” because the naval officer is cautious of the scene he confronts. 

 

6. Ralph “looked up at a huge peaked cap”: the naval officer looms over Ralph. 

 

Section 2 
 

1. “Squirming a little.” Ralph feels uncomfortable under the eye of authority now. 

 

2. “Dumbly” shows how Ralph is now speechless: he is ashamed. 

 

3. “Are there any adults—any grown-ups with you?” This reminds the reader that the boys 

are simply young children. 

 

4. “Having a war or something?” War is the ultimate expression of conflict. 

 

5. “Filthy” because of the pursuit of Ralph by the hunters through the undergrowth. 

 

6. “The officer… took his hand away from the butt of the revolver.” The revolver gives him 

power – he was thinking about whether to use it. 
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Section 3 
 

1. “Ralph nodded again.” He is submissive to and compliant with the naval officer. 

 

2. “Killed” reminds the reader about the disjuncture between what the naval officer expects 

(play) and what has actually happened. 

 

3. “One of them came close to the officer and looked up.” Percival also looks to the adult 

now as authority figure: Jack is forgotten. 

 

4. “Other boys were appearing now, tiny tots some of them, brown, with the distended 

bellies of small savages.” The use of the word “savage” draws attention to the boys’ role 

moments ago. 

5. “Distended” implies the boys’ starvation, due to the intermittent and then ravenous 

gorging on the meat they captured. 

 

6. “But there was no more to come. Percival Wemys Madison sought in his head for an 

incantation that had faded clean away.” The symbolic loss of the memorized address 

distances Percival and the other hunters from any civilized control of their situation. 

 

Section 4 
 

1. “Ralph shook his head.” Ralph retreats to silence, like a young boy who is in the face of 

the unanswerable. 

2. “Painted” reminds the reader of the predators’ war paint, which they wore on the hunt. 

3. “A little boy who wore the remains of an extraordinary black cap on his red hair and who 

carried the remains of a pair of spectacles at his waist, started forward, then changed his 

mind and stood still.” Jack isn’t the leader, or even a hunter any more: just a “little boy.” 

4. “I should have thought… – I mean –“ Ironically, the naval officer’s use of the term “pack” 

reminds the reader of a predatory pack of wolves. 

5. “Painted” implies the mask the boys have worn, and the unsaid acceptance of uncivilized 

values by wearing the masks. 

6. “The officer nodded helpfully. ‘I know. Jolly good show. Like the Coral Island.’’’ The naval 

officer takes charge and reassures the boys, since they cannot fully explain what 

happened on the island.
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Unanswered questions 

Read the end of the novel from “Ralph looked at him dumbly” to the end, then complete the 

thought bubbles below with your ideas. 

 

Which words 

show Ralph’s 

broken pattern of 

confused 

thoughts? 

Why does 

Ralph cry? 

Why do the 

other boys find 

Ralph’s tears 

infectious? 

What is the “end of 

innocence” and the 

“darkness of man’s 

heart” that Ralph 

weeps for? 

Why is it significant 

that even the officer – 

a responsible adult – is 

confused by the boys’ 

reactions? Why does 

he turn away? 

Why do you think Golding 

ends the novel with the final 

hunt and a sense of confusion, 

on both the parts of the boys 

and the naval officer? 
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Teacher answer sheet 

 Which words show Ralph’s broken pattern of confused thoughts? 

“But the island was scorched up like dead wood – Simon was dead – and Jack had…” 

 Why does Ralph cry? 

Grief, loss, desperation, the traumatic events on the island, the enormity of what has 

happened, the understanding of the deadly impulses within. Students could offer other 

valid suggestions as well.  

 Why do the other boys find Ralph’s tears infectious? 

Because they have also acknowledged their own emotional responses to the tragic 

events on the island. They may well be confused about their conflicting emotional 

responses to being rescued (happiness, joy, relief), and the realization of events (terror, 

horror, regret). The grief is universal.  

 What is the “end of innocence” and the “darkness of man’s heart” that Ralph weeps for? 

The loss of childhood, the loss of the boys who have died, the evil that is present within us 

all. 

 Why is it significant that even the officer – a responsible adult – is confused by the boys’ 

reactions? Why does he turn away? 

He is part of a society that denies a natural expression of emotion, and he is 

uncomfortable. He turns away because the emotions rest uneasily with his conditioned 

appearance and behavior. Perhaps he also does this to widen the reader’s perspective to 

the world around the island (to include the war in which he is fighting). 

 Why do you think Golding ends the novel with the final hunt and a sense of confusion, on 

both the parts of the boys and the naval officer?  

Perhaps reality has hit home, and they have realized that the artificial community they 

have formed on the island has disintegrated into chaos. The thought of young boys 

committing murder is unthinkable to the naval officer – his idea of what would have 

happened was grounded in fiction (The Coral Island), rather than in human nature, in 

which evil can reside.
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Convincing arguments 

 

You will see a series of quotations and accompanying explanations. Working in pairs, one of you should 

argue in favour of the explanation and the other should argue again the explanation.         

 

Quotation  Explanation  

“He staggered to his feet.”  Ralph staggers because he is exhausted.  

“A naval officer … looking down at Ralph in wary 

astonishment.” 

The officer looks at Ralph this way because he is 

not sure what Ralph will do next.  

“Ralph answered shyly.” Ralph answers shyly because he hasn’t seen an 

adult in a long time.  

“‘Fun and games’, said the officer. “ The officer thinks the boys have been playing.  

“The officer leaned down and looked closely at 

Ralph.” 

The officer is concerned. 

Arguments for OR against:  

 

FOR AGAINST 
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Chapt er 12 

Chapter 12 

 

Lesson 22 – Studying the characters 

Warm-up activities 

 Chapter titles. Get students to consider the two titles of these chapters as a pair: ‘Castle 

Rock’ and ‘Cry of the Hunters’, using the prompt questions in Resource 46 (Chapter 

titles).  

 

Answers might include:  

1. The ‘darkness’ implies the complete obliteration of light: the mood is darker and 

more sinister, hinting at the imminent terror. ‘Gift for’ could suggest the darkness 

demands a sacrifice of some kind. For the last two chapters, the boys are part of 

the landscape and the chapter titles are less threatening as if the threat is within.  

2. It is the base Jack and his hunters use. It is an inhospitable part of the island and 

represents Jack’s power.  

3. It may suggest the children have become more savage, hunting not only pigs and 

the beast, but each other. The hunters could also conceivably be the evil spirits on 

the island.  

 

 Context. Now that you can reflect on the whole novel, get students to decide which one 

of the following facts about William Golding’s life they think is the most relevant to the 

story.  

1. Golding was a teacher at an all-boys’ school.  

Possible justification: Because Golding saw boys growing up first-hand over a long 

period and saw what they could do to each other, what their relationships were like, 

and the friendships and power play. 

2. Golding saw the atrocities of World War II.  

Possible justification: Because what happens on the island is effectively a war in the 

boys’ new world, and there are no real winners, and a horrific aftermath, with 

needless deaths.
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3. Golding was horrified by what war made people do to each other.  

Possible justification: Because you might not expect boys left alone to end up killing 

each other; it reveals the darker side of the human spirit, with the worst brought out 

in the wrong conditions. 

Main activity 

 Balloon debate. You can either get students to work in groups of four to hold mini balloon 

debates, or get individual students to write out a persuasive speech for one of the 

characters, using Resource 47 (Balloon debate). The activity encourages students to 

consider the strengths, weaknesses and developments of the four main characters across 

the novel as a whole. 

Assessment activities 

 Personality quiz. Use Resource 48 (Who are you most like?) as a fun reflection on the 

events in the novel, and how each character responded. You could also ask students who 

they would most like to be like.  

 

 Sympathy. Which of the two chiefs do the students have most sympathy for at the end of 

the novel? Have a mini debate and then perhaps hold a class vote. 

 

Here are some ideas to get the debate started: 

 

• Ralph: Volunteered to be chief so that the boys had a leader, and because he was 

naturally seeking order and structure. However, he didn’t really act on the advice of 

Piggy or Simon, was perhaps too distracted by his conflict with Jack and now regrets 

his actions. He realizes at the end of the novel that Piggy and Simon were his true 

friends and he weeps with regret at their loss and his part in their deaths. 

 

• Jack: Clearly has skills as a hunter and some leadership qualities (otherwise he 

wouldn’t have been able to rally the choir behind him at first) – but he can be cruel 

and violent and obsessive about the conflict with Ralph, which led him to destructive 

and ruthless acts, including hunting Ralph like a pig. Had the navy not arrived, Jack 

may well have murdered Ralph with his tribe. At the end of the novel, Jack is now 

silent, and it can be assumed he shakes and sobs after Ralph, distraught at events. 
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Chapter titles 

Consider the chapter titles of 11 and 12: ‘Castle Rock’ and ‘Cry of the Hunters’.   

1. Why are both titles less obviously dark than the titles of earlier chapters, such as ‘Gift for 

the Darkness’ and ‘A View to a Death’?  

2. Why is Castle Rock an important location in the novel?  

3. If the boys are children and the title of chapter 12 is describing them as ‘hunters’, what 

does it tell you about how they have changed? Who else could the hunters be?  
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Balloon debate 

You are going to perform or write a speech as one of the following characters: Ralph, Jack, 

Simon and Piggy. This will give you the opportunity to show your understanding of the character 

in the whole novel. 

This speech takes place before anyone is killed on the island (except for the boy with the 

mulberry birthmark who disappears, and is presumed dead). However, you can use information 

from any part of the novel, including events after the deaths of Simon and Piggy. This 

information indicates how all the characters develop later in the novel, and how they reflect on 

earlier events – if you are either Simon or Piggy, you might use this to your advantage to point 

out others’ character flaws and emphasize how you are different from them. 

You, along with three other people, have won a place in a hot air balloon to transport yourself 

away from the island. You are all relieved and glad to be returning home, until the balloon gets 

caught in a thermal air stream and is blown miles off course. The gas for the burner runs out, 

leaving you all in danger as there is a significant risk that the balloon will crash. 

The pilot of the balloon is essential to survival. She 

calculates that if she were on board along with three 

other people, instead of four, it would be possible to get 

the balloon and the remaining passengers to the nearest 

place of safety. This means that one person will have to 

jump from the balloon’s basket, with no way of knowing 

whether they will survive the fall. Even if they do live to 

tell the tale, they will almost certainly be seriously 

injured. 

Taking on the role of the character on the card, you have 

to convince the pilot and the rest of the group that you 

should stay aboard. Facts on the card can be used, but 

everything you say must be truthful and based on Lord 

of the Flies. 

Think carefully about how you will convince your 

fellow passengers to let you keep your life. You get one 

chance to use all information at your disposal in as 

persuasive a way as possible. Add notes and any 

supporting evidence to your card. 

Good luck!
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Name: Ralph 

Facts:  

 leader of the whole group 

 elected by the boys 

 found the conch 

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

Name: Jack 

Facts:  

 leader of the hunters 

 head choirboy 

 has his own group to lead 

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ........................................................................................... 

Name: Piggy 

Facts:  

 intelligent 

 owns glasses used to start fire 

 supports Ralph 

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

Name: Simon 

Facts:  

 quiet 

 thoughtful 

 thinks differently than the other boys  

 looks after littluns 

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  

 ..........................................................................................  
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Ideas for persuasive devices you could include: 

 rule of three/triples 

 

 rhetorical questions 

 

 emotive language 

 

 detailed description 

 

 powerful adjectives and verbs 

 

 imagery – such as similes, metaphors and personification 

 

 alliteration 

 

 comparisons with the other characters to make yourself sound better 

 

 facts, with your interpretation of them 

 

 appeal to the listener’s sympathy 

 

 direct address 

 

 repetition 
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Who are you most like? 

1. You are on the island. Not seeing you, a pig moves toward your camp. What do you do? 

a. watch it carefully then gather the other boys to decide what to do 

b. get your spear and start to track it 

c. move away from the pig and get someone else to work out what to do 

d. watch it intently, and study its behavior, because pigs are interesting creatures 

2. Someone jumps out from behind a tree and scares you. What do you do? 

a. laugh at their playfulness with them 

b. get your spear and poke them with it in anger 

c. jump a mile and then realize it was a joke, and laugh 

d. smile calmly, as if nothing can really surprise you, but you appreciate the joke. 

3. Someone offers you some of their meat. What do you do? 

a. say thank you and take it graciously 

b. grab it off them and ask why there isn’t more, because you helped them hunt 

c. take it, wolf it down, and then say thanks 

d. refuse it, but they insist, so you take it and share it out among the littluns 

4. A spear has gone missing from the hunters’ stores. What do you do? 

a. ask everyone to look around to see if you can locate it 

b. accuse your least favorite person of taking it and then poke them with your own 

spear until they confess or break down 

c. discuss with someone else what they think should be done, listen to their ideas and 

then offer your own advice 

d. make a replacement spear yourself, and then replace it when no one is looking 

5. You see the navy coming to rescue you from the island. What do you do? 

a. take responsibility and go forward to report what has happened to the first adult 

you see 

b. push in front of the other boys with evidence of the hunt, to ensure that the navy 

sees you have helped to keep the boys fed 

c. rejoice in your heart and realize that you were right when you said that keeping a 

fire lit was the most important thing to do 

d. stand at the back of the crowd in relief that you can go home and be yourself again 
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Answers 

 Mostly a: You are most like Ralph. The first leader of the whole group elected by the 

boys; you take responsibility but also have compassion for others. 

 Mostly b: You are most like Jack. Leader of the hunters, and head choirboy, you take 

control of your own group but can be ruthless, vicious and focused to the point of 

obsession. 

 Mostly c: You are most like Piggy. You are intelligent and insightful, but not always taken 

seriously by others, despite your wisdom. 

 Mostly d: You are most like Simon. You are quiet and thoughtful, and think differently 

than the other boys. You take care of those more vulnerable than yourself. 
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Sample test questions 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

Do you think Jack is an important character in Lord of the Flies? 

 

Write about: 

• how Golding presents the character of Jack 

• how Golding uses Jack to present ideas about people and society. 

 

OR 

 

How does Golding present ideas about power in Lord of the Flies? 

 

Write about: 

• some of the ideas about power  

• how Golding presents these ideas by the ways he writes 
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Sample test questions 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

How does Golding use the character of Simon to explore ideas about outsiders in Lord of the 

Flies? 

 

Write about: 

• how Golding presents the character of Simon 

• how Golding uses the character of Simon to present ideas about outsiders. 

 

OR 

 

How is friendship presented in Lord of the Flies?  

 

Write about: 

• the ideas about friendship  

• how Golding presents these ideas by the ways he writes  
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Sample test questions 

 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

“Didn't you hear what the pilot said? About the atom bomb? They're all dead.” 

 

How are ideas about war and conflict important in Lord of the Flies? 

 

Be sure to refer to the context of the novel in your answer. 

 

 

OR 

 

“Maybe there is a beast … What I mean is … maybe it's only us.” 

 

How does Simon change throughout the novel? 

 

Be sure to refer to the context of the novel in your answer. 
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Sample test questions 

 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

“Percival had gone off, crying, and Johnny was left in triumphant possession of the castles.” 

 

Explore the importance of the relationships between the boys in Lord of the Flies. 

 

Be sure to refer to the context of the novel in your answer. 

 

 

OR 

 

“Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the darkness of man's heart, and the fall through the air of 

the true, wise friend called Piggy.” 

 

In what ways are good and evil important in Lord of the Flies? 

 

Be sure to refer to the context of the novel in your answer. 
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Sample test questions 

 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question. 

 

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer 

this question. 

 

Write about fear and the way it is presented in Lord of the Flies. 

 

In your response you should: 

 

• refer to the extract and the novel as a whole 

• show your understanding of characters and events in the novel 

 

 

Extract from “They spread out, nervously, in the fores”’ to “In there” (Chapter 8, p.147). 
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Sample test questions 

 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question. 

 

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer 

this question. 

 

Write about the relationship between Ralph and Piggy and how it is presented at different 

points in the novel. 

 

In your response you should: 

 

• refer to the extract and the novel as a whole 

• show your understanding of characters and events in the novel   

 

Extract from “He was old enough” to “pleased despite himself at even this much recognition.” 

(Chapter 1, pp.5–6). 
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Sample test questions  

 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question. 

 

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer this 

question. 

 

Write about leadership and how it is presented in Lord of the Flies. 

 

In your response you should: 

 

• refer to the extract and the novel as a whole 

• show your understanding of characters and events in the novel 

 

Extract from “Vote for a chief”’ to “I’m chief then.” (Chapter 1, pp.18–19). 
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Sample test questions 

 

William Golding: Lord of the Flies 

You are advised to spend about 45 minutes on this question. 

 

You should use the extract below and your knowledge of the whole novel to answer 

this question. 

 

Write about violence and how it is presented throughout Lord of the Flies. 

 

In your response you should: 

• refer to the extract and the novel as a whole 

• show your understanding of characters and events in the novel 

 

Extract from “Now Jack was yelling to”’ to “the body of Piggy was gone.” (Chapter 11, pp.200–

201). 
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